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 On Aug. 7, 2014, President 
Barack Obama authorized the U.S. 
military to commence airstrikes against 
ISIS due to the growing humanitarian 
crisis in Iraq and the growing stretch of 

land obtained by ISIS. 
 ISIS was formed in 2013 from 
the group called the Islamic State of 
Iraq and Syria. Until June of this year, 
they have not been considered a huge 
threat; in January, Obama referred to 
them as the “JV team”, and Al Qaeda 
as the “varsity team”. However, in June 
and July of this year, ISIS began to con-
quer and acquire more territory for the 
purpose of ultimately achieving its goal 
of creating an Islamic state stretching 
from Iraq into northern Syria. 
 Obama was prompted to autho-
rize airstrikes by the ISIS advancement 

into northern Iraq, which was a sign 
of threat against innocent people and 
U.S. interests. In early August, ISIS 
infringed the Kurdish capital of Er-
bil. Although the Kurds were better 
equipped and trained than ISIS, ISIS 
aimed for weaker Kurdish units. Once 
ISIS gained those territories, it cut the 
geographical ties between the Kurds 
and the Syrian government, which 
ISIS was also fighting against. Still, 
the Kurds serve as a military contender 
against ISIS and with U.S. help, they 
will “degrade and ultimately destroy 
ISIS,” said Obama. 

ISIS

“It’s not like we’re a deranged 
group who think women should take over the planet ... 

and eliminate men from the 
picture.” -Lena Dunham 
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“It is time that we all see 

gender as a spectrum in-

stead of two sets of oppos-

ing ideals.”  -Emma Watson
 When you first hear the word 
‘feminist,’ it’s your first instinct 
to picture hairy-legged, frigid civ-
il rights activists. Merriam Web-
ster defines feminism as “the belief 
that men and women should have 
equal rights and opportunities,” as 
opposed to the commonly tossed-
around definition, “the hatred of 
men.” Many will claim to support 
gender equality, but when ‘feminist’ 
comes up in conversation, there’ll be 
a drastic shift in tone. This leads us 
to ask- why do so many people feel 
the need to shy away from feminists? 
If you support the very cause that 
they claim to fight for, why is it so 
hard for you to embrace the concept 
of feminism? Although the both of 
us identify as feminists, our purpose 
for writing this article is not to ad-
vocate for women’s rights, or even to 
promote gender equality. We merely 
want to educate you on the actual 
“feminist agenda”. Feminism is not 
all bra-burning and man-hating. 
 It also might be noted that no 
one is really “kind of a feminist”- 
you either support the cause or you 
don’t. If you believe the notion that 
men and women should be political-
ly, socially, and economically equal, 
you should call yourself a feminist, 
if only to uphold the integrity of the 
English language. 
 The root of this fear lies 
in the tremendously fragile 

concept of masculinity. Some men 
value and prioritize their “manli-
ness” to such an extensive degree 
that they feel the need to over-
compensate for their actions, 
hence “girliness” being con-
sidered e m b a r - rassing 
( i . e . #no- h o m o , 
“ y o u fight like a 
gir l ,” and “why are 
y o u being such a 

sissy?”). Often, 
men have difficul-

ty admitting that 
women actually 
hold valid opinions, 
so they perpetuate 
this stereotype that 
women belong in 
the kitchen and 
cannot progress, 
as a gender, out 

o f what their roles 
u s e d to be hundreds 

of years ago. Even if a 
large ma- jority don’t 

actively or deliberately 
believe that men are su-
perior to wom- en, our 
predominantly patriarchal 
society has wired people to 

think this way, if only s u b c o n -
sciously. 
 There’s also a w i d e -

spread belief that sexism is non-ex-
istent in modern society, but there is 
an overwhelming amount of data that 
proves otherwise. Currently, there are 
362 men serving in the House of Con-
gress, and only 76 women. In the Sen-
ate, there are 17 women and 83 men. 
Seems fair, right (especially when 
legislation regarding women’s is-
sues is put up for debate)? This is 
not to mention the wage gap be-
tween men and women and sev-
eral other inequitable instances.  
 Recently, Emma Watson 
spoke to the UN about a new 
movement entitled “HeFor-
She”. It is a push to gain male 
support in the battle of gen-
der inequality. It is trying 
to erase the stereotype 
that only women can 
be feminists.  
 Watson’s captivating 
speech gained a lot of attention 
worldwide; she received support 
from several male celebrities, in-
cluding but not limited to Bene-
dict Cumberbatch, Harry Styles, 
David Tennant and Tom Hid-
dleston. 187,225 men 
have joined the HeFor-
She team, as of Oct. 22. That’s a 
lot of guys.
Feminism is not just a fe- male issue. 

It’s a male issue as well, in that 
the same sexism that hurts 
women also hurts men. 
 A man who shows his 
emotions is labeled ‘gay,’ and 
shunned for being ‘like a girl’. 
The majority of male insults 
somehow de- mean their 
mascu l in i t y. When did it 
become so degrading to be 

a girl, and why do so 
m a n y people perpet-
u a t e this idea? Men 
a n d women alike are 
guilty of having these 

sexist tendencies, 
and commenting 

o n someone’s mascu-
linity, or rather, lack thereof. 
 Creating equality between 
men and women eliminates 
all double standards, and al-

lows men to express their feel-
ings without being ridiculed 
and deemed weak. Feminism is 
not an us versus them issue, but 

rather a struggle to get people to 
understand what we’re trying to ac-
complish. Building up women does 
not have to entail tearing down men 
in the process.  
Continued on page five.
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 The group that ISIS has been 
treating most brutally is the Yazidi 
minority, who dwell in northern Iraq. 
Yazidis, whom ISIS refers to as the 
“devil-worshippers”, practice a religion 
that combines aspects of Zoroastri-
anism and Sufi Islam. Early August, 
around 50,000 Yazidis were driven into 
Mount Sinjar, where thousands starved 
and dehydrated, especially children 
and elders, due to a lack of food and 
water; those who tried to escape would 
most likely be caught and slaughtered 
by the ISIS. 
Continued on page three. 

 “The airstrikes can work up to a certain extent, but I 
think that the U.S. should stop the propaganda. That’s 
how the mode of communications going out from ISIS. 
That’s how they recruit Muslims and non-Muslims alike 
from western civilizations. But, if you downplay social 
media, then I think it’s one step closer to winning against 
ISIS—to not make connections with ISIS, to stop the 
spread of fear. I think just stick with airstrikes and let the 
surrounding governments send their troops in.” -Clare 
Park, junior

“ISIS is threatening destabilizing the entire region so 
that affects not only our economic interests but also 
economic interests of our allies, and so this isn’t an is-
sue about taking their oil anymore or spreading de-
mocracy, but an issue of making sure the Middle East 
stays stabilized because it’s been destabilizing. There is 
no denying that America is one of the superpowers in 
the world, and we need to take our actions and protect 
both the economic interest of us and our allies and to 
ensure stability in the Middle East.” -Robert Yu, senior

Photos by: Victoria Lonardo

Do you think that the U.S. is taking enough action against ISIS?



 Going back in time to the 60’s, 
one might spot James Bond fleeing 
from dangerous situations using his 
rocket pack or blasting bullet proof 
glass windows using an ultra-high fre-
quency sonic agitator ring. The realm 
of sci-fi movies that began about half a 
century ago features fascinating wear-
able technology devices that contribute 
towards today’s increasing popularity 
and prolific demand in wearable tech-
nology, most notably in the health in-
dustry; according to Wearable Devices 
Magazine, 90 million wearable device 
are expected to be shipped this year. 
Wearable technology in a sense has 
transformed imaginary fictional ideas 
into a reality.
 Today, Nike+ technology, a col-
laboration between Nike and Apple, is 
very prominent in the mainstream field 
of wearable fitness devices. In May 
2006, Nike+ produced the iPod Sport 
Kit, which uses sensors to monitor the 
progress of workouts. The components 
of the iPod Sport Kit are simple: an 
iPod, a sensor, and Nike+ shoes, which 

have a pocket under one of the insoles 
to place the sensor. The iPod Sport Kit 
gives a person details of the workout in 
the categories of time, distance, pace, 
and calories burned, solely geared to-
ward the runner. Another Nike+ prod-

Wearable technology in the health industry

uct, the Nike+ FuelBand, was released 
in February 2012. It basically does the 
job of the iPod Sport Kit but takes the 
form of a wristband with a built-in sen-
sor. The pros of obtaining a FuelBand 
include that it is extremely convenient 

A look at the new library
 Leigh High School’s library got 
a major facelift over the summer  The 
state-of-the-art library is with shiny 
pristine and bigger than the old one.  
There are couches, tables, and private 
study rooms for silent studying and 
small group work and club meetings. 
The library is split in half, divided by 
a lounging area, and more spaced out, 
making it easier to separate students or 
classes. One important feature of this 
eye-catching addition to our school is 
that it is air-conditioned. 
 The new library has struck up 
many positive opinions at Leigh.   
 “It looks more like a library than 
a school library,” said Tyler Vitale, se-
nior. Rachel Roth, a Special Education 
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and lightweight (it weighs only about 
an ounce). On top of that, Nike is al-
ways adding new features to the Fuel-
Band, like measuring the intensity of 
the runner’s movement.
 The revolutionary Google Glass, 

designed and developed in Google X, 
a facility located in California dedicat-
ed to carrying out major technological 
projects, was released for public pur-
chase on May 15, 2014. It shares re-
semblance to eye glasses, but has a small 
computer chip on one of the lenses 
that when connected to a smartphone, 
can basically function as a computer. 
There is also a touchpad on the side 
of the Google Glass for users to swipe 
through pages of an interface. The 
Google Glass has many uses, and using 
it, deemed by TechCrunch Newsletter, 
is a “seamless experience.” For medical 
purposes, it functions as a medium to 
store patients’ health records as well as 
to consult with colleagues through the 
Google Glass ability to take pictures 
and videos. 
 What’s in stored for tech con-
sumers next? Soon, glucose meters that 
require people with diabetes to prick 
their fingers to check for blood sugar 
may be replaced by a less painful, more 
convenient creation; Google X is cur-
rently developing contact lenses that 
will use tears to measure blood sugar. 
In today’s society, sky’s the limit for 
transforming ingenious ideas into real-
ity.

“Pranks” with Pepper gone wrong
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Editor-in-Chief
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 Youtuber Sam Pepper has been 
making prank videos and vlogs on 
youtube for over four years. This 
Sept., Pepper released a series of vid-
eos relating to sexual harassment. 
Both men and women were targeted, 
though the video with women being 
harassed had a much larger negative 
response from viewers.
 In the first video, men were 
pinched in the butt by a woman with 
a “fake arm” hidden in her sweatshirt. 
Her real hand was stuffed behind her 
back as she reached out and pinched 
a man’s butt when he wasn’t looking. 
 The same “prank” was reenact-
ed towards women with Pepper him-
self pinching the women. This video 
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Clockwise from top left: Google Glasses, Nike+ Fuelband, Nike+ Sports Kit, Google X contact lenses

received a larger amount of comments 
and hate towards Pepper. 
 Soon after, a third video was 
released with Pepper explaining that 
every video was a social experiment, 
which was unknown to viewers at first 
viewing. Pepper was trying to raise 
awareness of discrimination against 
men in society through these videos.
 “This isn’t anti-women’s rights or 
anything like that. I was just hoping to 
show you guys something that I think 
needs to be addressed, balance between 
the sexes. Feminism is important and 
something we should all support, 
but unity I feel, is even more import-
ant. We should all have each other’s 
backs-regardless of sex” said Pepper.  
Once the third video was released, sto-
ries and videos started surfacing of girls 
reporting sexual harassment by Pepper. 
Some were simply of him touching 

girls in movie theaters while others 
were to a further extent. 
 These videos haven’t been proven 
true, yet multiple girls have their hos-
pital records and police reports linked 
in the youtube/blog description.
 “[Sam Pepper] isn’t a rapist. I 
met him a little while ago and he was 
the nicest person I’ve ever met. Those 
stories can’t be true,” said Lindzi Blair, 
junior. Blair met Pepper through a 
chance encounter last month. Howev-
er, these videos do arouse some sort of 
suspicion around Pepper.
 Los Angeles police investigated 
Pepper in mid-July as people report-
ed him for sexual harassment. How-
ever, with no evidence, the case was 
dropped. With the new accounts from 
the girls on youtube, the police may be 
looking into Pepper again.

teacher, shares that she likes the library 
because, 
 “It’s comfortable and spacious 
and has comfortable furniture.”  As 
with the old library, the new one is used 
for multiple purposes.  Teachers use it 
for faculty meetings and other reasons, 
bringing their class for research, doing 
their own studies, sending a student to 
get a book for silent reading, or reserv-
ing the computer labs.  Students use 
it for projects, to get books to read in 
class, to get away from the cold, or just 
to get away in general.  
 One disadvantage of the new li-
brary is that “[it] has less shelf space. 
I had to get rid of 6,000 books,” said 
Joyce Washington, Leigh’s librarian.  
Despite this drawback, I recommend 
taking advantage of the new library 
and everything it has to offer.

The old library was in use for 52 years, when Leigh was founded.



strikes have done some damage to 
ISIS, though there are still problems 
like ISIS trapping Yazidis in Mount 
Sinjar that have raised the debate 

whether the United 
States should not 
only use airstrikes, 
but also send troops 
to fight. Neverthe-
less, according to the 
The United States 
Central Command, 
part of the U.S. de-
partment of defense, 
airstrikes against 
ISIS destroyed 
“fighters, train-
ing compounds, 
headquarters and 

command and control facilities, stor-
age facilities, a finance center, supply 
trucks and armed vehicles.” By the end 
of Sept. 2014, the United States had 
launched 240 airstrikes in Iraq and 
Syria. U.S. airstrikes were an inevita-
ble decision to prevent further turmoil 
and to protect minorities in Iraq.

Leigh funding

 Many people wonder how Leigh 
High School gets the money to pay 
for things like putting on theater pro-
ductions and building a new baseball 
diamond. The answer comes in the 
form of some very dedicated parent 
organizations that raise money for the 
students of the school.
 Leigh has several parent groups 
that are centered around various sepa-
rate student activities. These include 
the Sports Boosters, which support 
over 25 teams and 800 athletes; the 
Performing Arts Parents Association 
(PAPA), that supports the performing 
arts program for over 400 students; 
and the new Spirit Boosters, which 
support the spirit squad, all of which 
fall under the Home and School Club.
 “As Sports Boosters members … 
we’re here to engage with the coaches 
and the teams and really enhance the 
sports,” said Kathy Wash, the Leigh 
Sports Booster president. Their deci-
sions are an attempt to make Leigh’s 
sports the best they can be for athletes.
Center Stage, Instrumental Music 
and Performing Arts, and Grad Night 
as well as the aforementioned Sports 

Boosters, Spirit Boosters, and Perform-
ing Arts Parents Association are all sub-
groups of the Home and School Club. 
This means that, despite their decisions 
on fundings in their departments, they 
are not alone.
 The Performing Arts Parent asso-
ciation supports and promotes Leigh’s 
drama and musical programs under the 
commission of the Home and School 
Club. 
 “We are a sub-group of the 
Home and School Club, so we report 
to them, but they’re pretty flexible in 
that we kind of run our own program, 
but they do have a representative that 
comes to our meetings and listens to 
what’s going on” said Diane Black, 
treasurer for the Performing Arts Par-
ents Association.
 The existence of the Home and 
School Club and all of its sub-organi-
zations is based on parent volunteers 
who ultimately decide where the do-
nations made will go in their depart-
ments. 

Katya Sokurov
Staff Writer

Different school programs receive different types of funding.

The ISIS crisis
 Either by starvation or killings, 
the Yazidi population and religion is 
moving toward the direction of be-
coming extinct. 
 “When many thousands of in-
nocent civilians are in danger of being 
wiped out, and we have the capacity to 
help, we will take action,” said Obama. 
To help this crisis, the United States 
sent aircrafts to drop food to the Yazi-
dis trapped on the mountain. Further 
steps were taken in mid-Aug. with the 
United States using airstrikes to bomb 
the siege around Mount Sinjar created 
by ISIS. Then, U.S. aid helicopters 
and Kurdish forces rescued between 
20,000 to 30,000 Yazidis, but there 
still are thousands who remain on the 
mountain. Recently, the situation for 

Is San Jose Ebola-ready?
 Ebola haemorrhagic fever, com-
monly known as Ebola, has a fatality 
rate of anywhere between 50 and 90 
percent in infected populations, world-
wide.
 The Ebola virus has the ability to 
overtake its host, disarm the body’s im-
mune responses, and destroy the vascu-
lar system. The virus is able to alter im-
mune cells in a way that prevents them 
from signaling the body to destroy the 
virus, thus giving the virus an oppor-
tunity to immediately begin the rapid 
replication process inside the host.
 The virus travels through the 
host’s body via bloodstream to new 
sites and the macrophage immune cells 
consume the virus, becoming infected 
themselves. These proteins then begin 
forming clots in blood vessels, drasti-
cally decreasing the blood supply to the 
internal organs. The virus then causes 
damage to the lining of blood vessels, 
causing leakage, and the drop in blood 
pressure causes patients to die from 
multiple organ failures and shock.
 The virus progresses inside the 
body of mammals so rapidly that re-
searchers have been struggling to figure 
out the precise sequence of events that 

the virus is able to hijack the machin-
ery of the host cell and what type of 
immune response would have the abil-
ity to defeat the virus, making it hard 
to control.
 Ebola is an epidemic that origi-
nates from West Africa and has con-
tinued to spread to other regions of 
Africa, Europe, and North America.
 The United States has had three 

cases of Ebola infection and one death. 
 The heightened paranoia in the 
United States raises up questions re-
garding whether or not hospitals are 
prepared to treat patients who show 
signs of infection or if the CDC [Cen-
ters for Disease Control] protocol 
would even be effective in an actual 
state of emergency as opposed to a plan 
that works on paper.

311.3.14

Kristina Howell
Staff Writer

Bay Area hospitals are responding to the quickly-spreading paranoia about Ebola.
 The local Santa Clara hospitals 
have been providing workshops on 
Ebola Disaster Drills as a source of 
preventative action and preparation if 
a crisis period should ever take place in 
our proximity.
 Local Kaiser officials claim that 
they are prepared to handle any cases 
of Ebola in the Bay Area, but nurses 
from other hospitals aren’t completely 

sure that they are currently being pro-
vided with adequate protective gear 
from the CDC at this time. Registered 
Nurse, Ana Vasila, from the local San 
Jose Kaiser hospital finds that the hos-
pital is being fully prepared in case of 
an outbreak and that the hospital is 
effectively progressing in the training, 
prevention, and potential containment 
of the disease. 
 “Although not all Bay Area hos-
pitals may be fully prepared at this mo-
ment, I do believe that we, as a com-
munity, are striving to reach a certain 
point of preparedness and that if there 
ever was a future case of the Ebola epi-
demic spreading to the Bay Area, the 
majority of hospitals would have the 
capability to treat it effectively”, said 
Vasila.
 The Santa Clara hospital follows 
the CDC guidelines of screening all 
patients that show any symptoms of 
Ebola infection. They are to fill out 
questionnaires and go through exten-
sive analysis and/or possibly a period of 
isolation and observation.
 The chance of a large scale Ebola 
epidemic in the United States is low, 
but Bay Area hospitals are quickly re-
sponding to the threats and preparing 
themselves in case of emergency.

Alicia Ong
Editor-in-Chief

(continued from front page)
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U.S. bomber planes flying over the Middle East.
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 Last year, teachers sported “Leigh 
loves WASC” t-shirts and there were 
strange adults in formal business 
clothes standing in the back of our 
classrooms, only occasionally speaking 
to ask us questions. This was because 
the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges, or WASC, came to Leigh for 
its accreditation evaluation. 
 Every six years, schools must 
get their accreditation with WASC 
renewed. This process consists of a 
two-day visit to the school by a small 
WASC visiting committee made up of 
volunteer teachers and administrators 
from other schools. While they are at 
the school, they visit classrooms and 
observe teachers to evaluate the school’s 
overall performance. The committee 

will then draw up a report for WASC 
to review, which includes recommen-
dations for the school’s improvement. 
Once WASC reviews the report, the 
information is then shared with the 
school. 
 In order to receive a full six-year 
accreditation, the visiting committee 
must find that the school has made ad-
equate progress towards the goals writ-
ten in what is called an “action plan,” a 
list of objectives submitted to WASC 
that the school works toward. Starting 
from this year, Principal Pam Hoult 
said, “We’re working to incorporate 
Common Core, improve college and 
career readiness, close the achievement 
gap and work on equal access.” 
 When Leigh received the results 
of its report, it did not reach the stan-
dards for accreditation. However, this 
does not mean that Leigh has lost its 
accreditation. 

the Yazidis has gotten even worse, as 
ISIS placed another siege around the 
mountain, making it more difficult 
to aid and rescue the thousands of 
trapped Yazidis. 
 Since Aug. 8, when the United 
States launched its first airstrikes by 
bombing Islamic military units, air-

Caroline Viola
Editor-in-Chief

 Instead, Leigh has been given a 
probationary accreditation. This means 
that Leigh has two years to make more 
progress towards its action plan goals 
before WASC sends another visiting 
committee to reassess the school in 
March 2016. If that visiting commit-
tee finds that Leigh has made sufficient 
progress with its action plan, it will 
grant Leigh a full six-year accredita-
tion. 
 To work towards these goals, 
teams of Leigh teachers have been put 
together to go and visit other class-
rooms in the school to become exposed 
to other styles of teaching.  
 Additionally, faculty meetings 
have focused on discussions of school-
wide goals like the SLOs (Student 
Learning Objectives).
 Through improvement plans like 
these, the school plans to achieve their 
action plan goals.

What is WASC?



Kendall Belansky
In-Depth Team

Mia Thompson
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Alicia Ong
Editor-in-Chief

Changes in the faculty?

 This new year brought many 
changes to Leigh, the biggest among 
them being the new additions to the 
administrative staff. Walking around 
campus can easily reveal some of the 
new faces as the administrative staff has 
had eight additions. Before this year, 
Leigh employed one principal, one 
vice principal, and two deans; a system 
that lasted some 30 to 40 years.  
  This new system employs 
one principal, Pam Hoult; two assis-
tant principals/deans, Charles Ku and 
Aaron Sherrill; one dean, Emily Cruze; 
three counselors, Shawnee McQuain, 
Desa Ruybal, and Lisa Perea. 
 These changes came after parts of 
the administrative staff left Leigh. This 
sudden turnover in staff is common for 

 
 For the 2014-15 school year, 
there have been many changes to the 
daily life at Leigh. One of the few sig-
nificant changes is the use of chrome-
books in a select few classrooms. 
 The departments that have 
chromebooks are art, science, math, 
history, and english. About nine dif-
ferent teachers applied last year to have 
access to chromebooks in their class-
room. 
 The chromebooks have many 
different uses. The english department 
utilizes them for taking notes, watch-
ing videos and writing essays, and the 
science department uses them mainly 
for typing out lab reports.
 “I have iPads this year for my art 
classes, and I think that when we fig-
ure out how to work them right, it will 
be very beneficial to have in the class-

room,” said Kim Bartel, Art teacher.
 According to one of the deans, 
Mr. Ku, one of the reasons that we have 
chromebooks is because the Campbell 
Union High School District is located 
in the Silicon Valley, which is known 
to be tech savvy, and therefore Leigh is 
trying to strive to meet that image. An-
other reason is because Leigh intends 
on incorporating more technology into 
its daily use, so the use of chromebooks 
is a way to slowly ease into it.
    “I like using the chromebooks in 
Physiology, because it makes looking 
things up easier. It also helps with the 
labs,” said Jordan Xavier, senior.
 Teachers, as well as students, 
have their own reasons for liking the 
new chromebook use in their classes. 
 “One reason I like the chrome-
books is that this (English/AP lang) is 
mostly a writing class, so we do a lot 

of drafts. It gives the stu-
dents a tool that they can 
use not only at school, 
because if they have inter-
net connection at home 
and a google drive, they 
can continue their work. 
Also, it cuts down the use 
of paper more, because 
as teachers we can make 
files for notes, handouts, 
and presentations, and 
it’s all on the internet, so 
there’s no need to waste a 
lot of paper,” said Robert 
Warren, english teacher. 
 The chromebooks 
are one of the many 
changes at Leigh, that 
many people regard as 
beneficial. 
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schools to have and allows for the op-
portunity to try something new.
 While some of these staff mem-
bers are not new to Leigh, they have 
had their job titles changed. Pam 
Hoult, the former vice principal, and 
Charles Ku, a former dean, have since 
traded job titles, but not schools. Gina 
Nicoletta, the former activities direc-
tor, is also now employed as a history 
teacher at Leigh. 
 “Leigh is a very big, very busy 
school and a lot of the things that are 
done by the Vice Principal happen at 
the same time of the year, so it made 
sense to split the job between two 
people. This is also a structure that is 
used by most schools,” said Pam Hoult, 
principal, on the structure change. 
 One of the new additions to staff 
is Emily Cruze, a dean, who, prior to 

this year, worked as an English 
teacher at Westmont High 
School for almost ten years. 
 “It’s rare that a district has 
dean positions open - they need 
100 teachers but only two deans, 
so there are new positions open, 
but I wanted to stay here [in the 
CUHSD]. I was pretty lucky it 
worked out like that,” said Em-
ily Cruze when asked about her 
transfer to Leigh. 
 As for how these changes 
will impact the Leigh student 
body, only time will tell.

Students use their chromebooks in the library duri ng class.

Mr. Ku has been changed from a dean to assistant principal.

Mrs. Cruze recently joined Leigh as a new dean.
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The world news: trending now

SYRIA
Fighters in the Syrian city of Ko-
bani defend against ISIS, which 
has put the town under siege.

CHINA
Hong Kong’s pro-democracy 
movement becomes violent in its 
protests and clashes with police 
officers. LIBERIA

Ebola has led to thousands of or-
phans whom are not taken in be-
cause people fear that contact with 
the children will spread the disease.

CANADA
The government of Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper in-
troduced an anti-terrorism 
bill that would allow Canada’s 
spies more information from 
foreign agencies about Cana-
dian terrorist suspects.

SWEDEN
Sweden speculated a foreign ves-
sel in the waters near Stockholm 
on Oct. 17, but after a week, 
called off the search for the in-
truder.

U.S.
U.S. Air Force’s returned the X-37B 
space plane back to earth after nearly 
two years in space; although, no de-
tails were revealed, people speculate 
that the space plane is a space bomber.

NIGERIA
Nigeria has been officially declared 
free of Ebola.

MEXICO
Mexico gets a visit from possible 2016 
presidential candidate Hillary Clinton, 
and she notes that it is critical for the 
U.S. and Mexico to cooperate and de-
velop closer ties.

INDIA AND PAKISTAN
Kailash Satyarthi from India and Malala 
Yousafzai from Pakistan won the Nobel Peace 
Prize for 2014 for their courage in standing 
up for young people’s rights.

Chromebooks:
a new implement



and he lost his job with the NYPD.
         The coincidental thing in many 
of these cases is that the police officers 
have been white males and they have 
attacked young African American 
men. Not only are police too brutal, 
they are also showing racial discrimi-
nation. 
 AP Government teacher, Eliz-
abeth Tanner, said, “I’ve noticed that 
certain kinds of people receive more 

police protection 
than others and 
that is alarming.” 
Law enforcement 
is showing this 
discrimination by 
only committing 
these acts against 
African Ameri-
cans.. Nearly one 
in every 5 of these 
African American 
people killed were 
under 21-years-
old.
         Police 
officers are sup-
posed to protect 
people, not kill 
them unless abso-
lutely necessary. 
Andrea Escobar, 
senior, said, “It’s 

definitely scary to think that 
the people who are supposed to make 
us feel safe are actually the ones caus-
ing harm.”
         This rise in police brutality needs 
to stop before it gets too out of hand to 
even try to control. This brutality can 
stop if police aren’t as violent towards 
the suspects and they aren’t discrimi-
nating any citizens. Law enforcement 
officials can also have certain regula-
tions on when they can and cannot use 
their weapons.

Police Brutality:

AP students: thankful or regretful?
 Every high school student is 
bound to face the decision of whether 
he or she should take AP classes. AP, 
or Advancement Placement, classes are 
college-level courses for high school 
students. There are exams for these 
classes in May, and those who pass are 
offered course credit in college--which 
can save lots of your money and time 
in the future. The AP tests are scored 
on a bell curve grading scale of 1 to 5, 
5 being the highest. A 3 is the average 
and the minimum passing score, how-
ever passing or failing the AP exam will 
not affect your GPA. Yet AP classes 
give a GPA boost because these classes 
are weighted differently than on-level 
classes, giving an extra grade bump. 
Many students take into consideration 
the stress level they can handle, the cer-
tain subjects they are and aren’t good 
at, and the amount of time they can 
commit to a course. 
 There are many reasons why you 
should take an AP class. They can make 
your transcripts shine. They show col-
leges you are ready for college-level 
material and that you are willing to 
challenge yourself. AP courses are na-
tionally recognized; colleges will surely 
be impressed by your transcripts if you 
opt to take them. 

 “[They] show the colleges that 
I’m interested in a certain field and that 
I’m more advanced,” said Clare Park, 
junior. 
 However, taking an AP class is no 
walk in the park. The pressure to main-
tain an A in an AP class is immense 
when one test can make or break your 
grade. With the fast-paced course and 
heavily weighted tests, there is no time 
to rest.  
 “The homework load is definitely 
a lot more than on-level, especially if 
you do extracurricular activities,” said 
Celine Joo, junior.
  Many students avoid taking APs 
due to the challenging course and the 
bigger time commitment required. 
However, the students who end up 
succeeding in AP classes see the high 
benefits the on-level students are un-
able to recieve.  
 “I regretted taking AP literature 
at the beginning of the year, but now 
I don’t at all. It’s a lot of work, but it’s 
making me stronger in my field of de-
sire, so I like that,” said Alex Galou, 
senior. 
 Many students think it is almost 
impossible to pass an AP class. Yet, stu-
dents should not be afraid of taking AP 
classes because many actually do bene-
fit from them. 
 “I see a lot of students taking AP, 
and they’re actually doing very well. 

So yes, they are benefitting,” said Desa 
Ruybal, counselor at Leigh. 
 However, it is also not guaran-
teed  that AP classes will benefit you. 
Some colleges may not accept AP cred-
its, and you would have to take that 
course again in college. By choosing to 
take an AP class, you run the risk of be-
ing overwhelmed throughout the year. 
 “But if you want to be in a more 
academically competitive classroom, 
it’s probably worth it,” said Clare Park, 
junior. 
 Although rigorous and pressur-
ing, AP classes are worth it in the long 

run. An “A” from an AP class com-
pared to an “A” from an on-level class 
is more impressive. If you have a major 
you’re interested in, it is to your advan-
tage to take the AP classes in that field 
of study. 
 These AP classes will prepare you 
for the intense and rigorous courses in 
college. 
 “If they are looking at a major for 
their college career, if they’re planning 
to attend a four year university, then it 
definitely would be beneficial for them 
to take an AP course that will help 
them in college. However, just to take 

an AP course to take an AP course, I 
think, is ill-advised,” said Melissa Fales, 
history teacher. 
 The course will be challenging, 
but it will prepare you and be more ad-
vantageous to you in the future. Even 
if you do not end up getting an A in an 
AP class, AP courses are still worth it. 
The fact that you put forth the effort to 
take those classes is an admirable trait 
that many colleges desire. Students 
should not be intimidated by APs and 
choose to take AP classes.

Feminism cont.

Opinion
511.03.14

Suah Cheong
Opinion Editor

Rachel Duncan
Features Editor

Cherry Jung
Staff Writer
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AP classes can put a lot of strain and stress on students. Pictured here are the textbooks used for four AP courses offerred at 
Leigh, AP calculus, AP language, AP history, and AP biology, from top to bottom. 

         Law enforcement is always 
thought of as police officers who 
keep crime out of cities and protect 
the people that live there. Police of-
ficers have always held the image of 
the men and women that keep every-
body safe. Recently this image seems 
to have changed. Police are supposed 
to use violence and 
brutality when 
trying to restrain a 
person, but lately 
it seems as though 
some of them are 
using this power 
in the wrong way. 
Law enforcement 
has been violent 
with people in 
some cases where 
brutality wasn’t 
needed. Law en-
forcement has 
crossed the line 
with the amount 
of brutality they 
have committed 
and it needs to 
stop.
         Some say 
that law enforce-
ment officials are 
just doing their job and violence is 
necessary in order to protect the cit-
izens. Sure, this might have been true 
a year or two ago, but not in today’s 
society .  A few years ago nobody ever 
heard about law enforcement killing 
unarmed people for no apparent rea-
son, but now it is an event that hap-
pens all of the time. There have been 
instances where police officers have 
shot suspects “on accident” because 
they thought they were grabbing their 
stun gun instead of their actual gun. 

Crossing the line
Kiley Dyer
Staff Writer

 You might recall a poll that was 
circulating our school a few weeks 
ago. We sent out that survey only 
expecting a few people to answer the 
questions, but to our surprise, an over-
whelming amount of you participated. 
While almost all participants said they 
believed that men and women should 
have the same rights, the amount 
of people who declared themselves 
feminists was not equal. The fear of 
the word alone and our society’s lack 
of understanding the true mean-
ing of the word is what’s keeping 
people from declaring themselves as 
feminists. Many students and faculty 
members are under the impression 
that feminism is non-existent at Leigh, 
but as long as you have more than one 
gender in a population, you’ll have 

gender inequality.
 Even as long-time feminists, we 
often feel discouraged about our be-
liefs and actions because feminism has 
such a negative connotation. When 
we stop to think about it though, we 
realize just how screwed up it is that 
we’ve been wired to feel bad for stand-
ing up for our individual beliefs. What 
are we- members of the ‘1984’ society? 
If you want to hold a certain opinion, 
it’s really not our place to try and 
invalidate it. However, you should be 
concerned about having an informed 
opinion. Blindly conforming to those 
around you and preaching ideas you 
aren’t actually 100 percent sure about 
is honestly one of the worst decisions 
you can consciously make. So before 
you open up Facebook and start 
sharing sexist memes, realize that your 
blatant sexist tendencies are why we 
still need feminism and why we will 
continue to fight for equality. 

There is also the Ferguson case where a 
police officer shot Michael Brown, an 
unarmed teen. Michael was shot once 
and he put his hands up to show that 
he didn’t have a weapon and the police 
officer proceeded to shoot him seven 
more times. This shows that some po-
lice brutality is too extreme.
 Paige Fitzsimmons, senior, said, 
“I think that police shouldn’t have 
access to such militant weapons and 

should be held accountable for the re-
cent brutality.” 
 Even though police are commit-
ting these unlawful acts, they rarely 
get punished. According to the FBI’s 
accounts of “justifiable homicide,” 
between 2005 and 2012, a white of-
ficer used deadly force against a black 
person almost two times every week.  
Most do not even get jail time. For 
example, Officer Bryan Conroy shot 
Ousmane Zongo for no reason and he 
only received five years of probation 

This rise in police brutality needs to stop before it gets too out of hand to even try to control. 



Andrew Bost
Staff Writer

 On August eighth, it was an-
nounced that President Barack Obama 
had authorized targeted airstrikes on 
the Islamist militant group named 
ISIS located in Iraq. ISIS is a long 
standing militant/terrorist group who 
gained international attention after 
they seized the Iraqi city of Mosul. 
During the eight weeks before this 
occurred ISIS had seized cities across 
Iraq. ISIS has been reported to have 
done various other inhumane acts 
such as the publishing of a video of 
the beheading of three journalists. 
ISIS has also been persecuting the 
Christian civilians that do not follow 
the religious rules that have been 
forced on them; dozens of these 
individuals have been stoned, beat 
to death, or even crucified, simply 
because they chose to keep following 
the religion that they had dedicated 
their lives to.
 Is the United States justified 
in their decision to start performing 
targeted airstrikes on critical ISIS 
facilities or buildings? The answer 
to these questions, at least in my 
opinion, is yes. The United States is 
perfectly justified in its decision to 
start using coordinated airstrikes on 
ISIS facilities. The goal of our nation 
is to preserve the freedoms and rights 
of the world. ISIS has not only taken 
away the rights and freedoms of 
thousands of individuals in Iraq but 
has also used vile acts such as torture 
and is persecuting fellow humans for 
following a different faith than their 
own. This is not only sickening but 
also violates the basic rights that our 
nation pledged to uphold, and the 
airstrikes that the United States are 
currently performing are the least 
we can do. While I am personally 
disgusted with these specific instances 
of violence and violation I cannot use 
that to force greater action from the 
US, and I don’t want to. The Iraqi 
military has mobilized and is making 
active campaign against ISIS forces, 
so why shouldn’t the United States be 
allowed to join the fight against ISIS.
 Does the decision to authorize 
these airstrikes at all contradict or 
violate the set rules that our nation is 
supposed to follow under our Foreign 
Policy? I believe the answer is no, these 
airstrikes do not violate the United 

States Foreign Policy. The overall goal 
of the Foreign Policy is to build and 
sustain a more democratic, secure, and 
prosperous world for the benefit of the 
American people and the international 
community. In my opinion, ISIS is 
a big threat to the establishment of a 
more democratic world and its gross 
violation of basic human rights is a 
blemish on the state of the world’s 
international community. The goal of 
the Foreign policy is not the only part 
of it however; it has rules to guide it. 
The authorized airstrikes also do not 
violate any of these rules. The rules in 
the Foreign policy are defined as the 
goals of nonproliferation of nuclear 
technology, to safeguard American 
business abroad, international edu-
cation, and protection of American 
citizens abroad. The Foreign policy is 
largely dedicated to foreign aid, which 
is the assistance in the development 
of growing nations. A part of foreign 
aid is to militarily assist nations in the 
combat of terrorist groups. Through 
these rules, goals, and reasons are the 
United States airstrikes justified.
 Should the United States take 
further steps to combat ISIS in Iraq? 
There has been a lot of debate on this 
topic, among the government officials 
and the citizens of the United States. 
I believe the next step that the United 
States would take would be the mobi-
lization of American soldiers into Iraq 
to combat ISIS. No decisive decisions 
have yet been made on this topic. 
Multiple government officials and a 
percentage of the population of the 
United States believe that the United 
States should mobilize troops to Iraq 
to fight ISIS because of its horrible 
crimes and violations of humanity. 
However, multiple other government 
representatives and another percent 
of the population of the United States 
do not want to mobilize troops in 
Iraq because they do not want the 
lives of American soldiers to be put in 
jeopardy. I am currently on the side of 
this percentage. The US has engaged 
Iraqi terrorists before, specifically 
during the presidency of George Bush. 
During this time the US put a lot of 
military effort into combating terror-
ists in Iraq. When Iraq had attempted 
to occupy some of its neighboring 
countries Bush tried to use military 
power to prevent the success of the 
occupations. Acts of US aggression in 
Iraq eventually resulted in an invasion 
which left 4,500 U.S. soldiers dead 
and more than 30,000 wounded; it 
had also drained more than $1 trillion 
from the U.S. Treasury. This invasion 
killed 100,000 Iraqis and displaced 
two million. Only in recent years has 
the US withdrawn the troops that 
were left in Iraq after the invasion. 
President Obama has taken further 
steps to combat ISIS. He has given a 
revolutionary group in Iraq military 
supplies and weapons in exchange for 
the revolutionaries to devote some 
forces to attacking ISIS. Through this 
act, President Obama has essentially 
bought mercenaries to fight in Iraq in 
place of the US troops. I believe that 
the US should not be mobilizing our 
troops into Iraq, and the US should 
not be giving supplies to groups to 
fight for us in Iraq. The airstrikes the 
United States is already performing 
is a sufficient enough action for it 
to take at the time. Sending troops 
to Iraq at this time would not be 
favorable for us. The mobilization of 
our troops to Iraq would be too costly 
and would not prove very effective. 
It’s critical that we wait to send troops 
to Iraq and see if the US should get 
involved. To my knowledge, the Unit-
ed Nations has not taken any direct 
actions towards ISIS. Until the sup-
port of the United Nations is given, I 
believe the United States airstrikes are 
the best course of action we can take.

Vinyl or CDs?

The majority of vinyl being pressed today aren’t just plain colors anymore.

 Music comes in a variety of 
different formats, but two of the most 
prominent have to be compact discs 
and vinyl records. Although vinyl re-
cords have been around since the late 
1800’s, CD’s have only been around 
since the late 1980’s, and since then 
have outsold every other format of 
music, including vinyl, cassette tapes, 
and 8-tracks. Although this may be 
true, it doesn’t make CD’s superior.
 Vinyl records provide many 
things that CD’s can’t compare to, 
like vintage audio quality, variety 
in appearance, and collect-ability. 
Vinyl records come in many different 
gram counts, usually higher quality 
are 180-200 gram. Said records are 
thicker so it allows for deeper tracks 
and improved dynamics, they’re less 
likely to warp, and they’re sturdier so 
it’s less likely to skip while being spun. 
This all provides better sound quality 

than other kinds of records, though 
there’s no real proof that vinyl records 
provide a better sound quality than 
CDs do. The majority of vinyl records 
pressed today are actually made with a 
CD master copy, but the songs can be 
remastered to give it more of a vintage 
“vinyl” sound.
 The majority of vinyl being 
pressed today aren’t just plain colors 
anymore, there is a very large variety 
of different styles. You can purchase 
records that are translucent, have 
a splatter design, an etched side, 
alternate cover art, different sizes, any 
color you can think of, and more. The 
possibilities are endless.
 The only difference with CD’s 
are the designs per album, and you 
can even get that with vinyl; they’re 
called picture discs. The best part; 
when a vinyl has a special design, no 
two records will look the same ever. 
Vinyl records usually have a very lim-
ited availability, making them much 
better to collect. Each album usually 

comes on a few different designs and 
include different pressings, so you can 
get tons of different designs of your 
favorite albums. 
 “Vinyl records are collectable 
and they come in different colors. 
They also give off a vintage sound, 
and they’re worth more in value,” said 
junior Hendrik Esche.
 “Personally, I get all my music 
for free and when I get a vinyl it 
means I really want to support the 
band, and its just a cooler purchase 
than a CD because it’s one of the 
original audio formats that was really 
selling. Plus CD’s can’t be pressed 
on awesome colors,” said junior Alec 
Levy.
 One argument that could be 
made against vinyl records is that you 
can get audio files from CD’s but 
not from records, which isn’t the case 
anymore. The majority of new records 
come with download codes that allow 
you to download the album online. 
There are even record players that al-
low you to convert the songs on your 
vinyl record player into digital audio 
files on your computer, so that is also 
an option when obtaining digital files.
 Brand new records are also 
usually worth double than what 
CD’s cost, but it’s worth the price 
when vinyl records provide so much. 
Why bother wasting money on CD’s 
when you can build a glorious vinyl 
collection? In the long run you will 
only benefit from collecting records, 
while your CD’s just take up space 
collecting dust.

SAT vs. ACT: 

Cole Gilbert
Staff Writer

Kathleen Gaffney
Visuals Staff

 The SAT and the ACT are two 
very important tests that have put 
pressure on students attending schools 
all over the country. Both tests benefit 
you as a student in many ways.You 
can use these pros and 
cons to  get a better 
grasp on which test 
seems like the right fit 
for you as a test-taker.
 The SAT is a 
globally recognized 
college admission test 
that lets you show what 
you have learned  in 
high school and then 
how well you can apply 
your knowledge. There 
are lots of great things 
to the SAT such as the 
fact that the questions 
on the test have been 
pretested by students and 
reviewed and researched 
by educators across the 
world to make sure 
that the questions are 
fair for everyone. This  
test has three sections: 
mathematics, reading, 
and writing. The SAT 
opens up opportunities 
to scholarships and 
placements in college 
courses and helps you 
learn more about what 
your academic strengths 
and weaknesses are. However, the 
SAT does penalize you for getting an 
answer wrong, unlike the ACT.
 ”Getting a high score on both of 
the tests play a huge part into getting 

into a good four year college and by 
taking the test before helps expose 
things I need to study for like writing 
the essay. I hope by taking both [tests] 
it will give me an edge getting into the 
college of my choice,” said Cameron 
Eng, senior.
 The ACT is an achievement test 

that measures what you have learned. 
The upsides to this test is that the test 
scores you on how many answers you 
got correct and does not have a penal-
ty for guessing and getting an answer 

wrong, and the writing part of the test 
is optional. As a student this should 
take the ease off some of the pressure 
to get every answer correct. This test 
has four sections: English, Mathe-
matics, Reading and Science and the 
optional writing test. These multiple 
sections will show your capabilities in 

all areas. Another great 
thing that the ACT 
offers, that the SAT 
doesn’t, is an interest in-
ventory that lets students 
think about what kind 
of career options they 
might be interested in. 
 “The layout was 
much better (in the 
ACT), and the questions 
didn’t deliberately try to 
trick you as much,” said 
Kobi Tessman, senior.
The SAT and the ACT 
are two completely dif-
ferent tests that focus on 
several different things. 
If writing stresses you 
out, having more options 
and sections in a test 
help you and  fairness 
in test questions are 
important to you then 

the ACT may be the 
right choice for you. 
If reading, writing and 
mathematics are your 
strong suit, if you are 
interested in possibly 
earning a scholarship 
or placement in a 

college class and if you want to learn 
more about what your strengths and 
weaknesses are, then the SAT may be 
just right for you.
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School: now vs. then
Stacie Moore
In-Depth Team

 Complaining about how stressful 
school is seems to be a daily activity for 
high school students. Parents always 
say how they went through the same 
thing, but is that really true? The pain-
ful loads of stress piled on students are 
way more extreme than high school 
students in the 80’s experienced.  It is 
so much more competitive for us to get 
good grades because the standard for 
college is set so much higher, therefore 
requiring students to get outstanding 
grades.  
 It is of fact that standards are set 
so much higher for getting into a de-
cent college nowadays. The stress to get 
outstanding grades in high school is all 
working towards getting into college. 
This idea seemed to have been mod-
ified over the years because students 
are now putting all of their hard work 
in for the grade and not for learning. 
One will also get judged if they don’t 
attend college. The average GPA for 
high school students has increased 
significantly. According to the U.S 
Department of Education, this means 
American high schools are turning 
out smarter, harder-working students. 
But others suggest GPAs have been 
boosted by “grade inflation,” the idea 
that teachers are simply giving higher 
grades for the same level of academic 
achievement. Studies from ACT and 
College Board, companies that run the 
two preeminent college-entrance ex-
ams, show GPAs increased while scores 
on the standardized ACT and SAT 
did not, a phenomenon they say likely 
indicates inflation.The average accep-

tance into college has majorly changed.  
In 1997, USC admitted 70% of those 
who applied, and Yale admitted 20%.  
In 2014, the USC acceptance rate is 
17.8% and Yale has a 6.3% acceptance 
rate. Take into consideration, fewer 
people were going to college when our 
parents attended. Today is so competi-
tive to get into a decent college due to 
the impacted schools; the result being 
more stress on high school students 
and their GPA.
 Technology has majorly devel-
oped over the years, and this also plays 
a huge factor. There are pros and cons 
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 There is nothing wrong with a 
couple showing love for each other; 
however, if this public display of af-
fection involves shoving their tongues 
down each other’s throats, or touch-
ing in places that are not allowed to 
be touched in school, then it is not 
okay. This year there are many couples 
at Leigh; for some couples it’s hard to 
tell if they are able to exist without 
touching, holding, or kissing their boy-
friend/girlfriend. To those couples that 
graphically show off their relationship: 
please stop. 
 In case those overly affectionate 
couples were not aware, public display 
of affection (PDA) is inconsiderate. It 
is perfectly fine to love your boyfriend/
girlfriend, but if you feel the need to do 
more than hold hands, then you should 
do it behind closed doors. When cou-
ples are publicly loving each other, they 
are forcing their relationship down any 
witness’ throats. 
 How is this fair to those bypass-
ers? They simply just want to get into 
their locker or make it to class. Some 
people say that if they don’t want to 
see the show then they shouldn’t stare. 
Although this is true (hopefully no 
one would choose to stop and stare at 
a couple’s entanglement) PDA is often 
hard to avoid.  
 Along with PDA being inconsid-
erate, it is also just plain gross. Often 
people will be eating their lunch, and 
they look up to see two people swap-

ping saliva. Most of the time when 
they see this, it makes them lose their 
appetite. What couples do with each 
other should be their own business and 
that should not have to be witnessed by 
the entire class. 
 “My opinion on PDA at Leigh is 
please don’t make out in front of me. I 
don’t need to see it and it’s gross,” said 
Charlotte Viner, senior. “Making out 
in front of everyone is too much.” 
 In reality, when couples are being 
overly affectionate at school, it most 
likely means they are trying to show off 
their relationship to their peers.
 “I think that people need to pre-
serve gesture of affection for private 
locations to preserve the sanctity of the 

relationship. PDA cheapens your re-
lationship,” said Mike White, English 
teacher.
 Being in a relationship involves a 
lot of intimate things, but when that 
intimacy is physical, then it becomes 
something that is meant to be done 
in private, or at least not at school. 
For example, you want to hold hands 
with your boyfriend/girlfriend? Feel 
free- that’s perfectly G-rated. Howev-
er if you want to slip them the tongue 
and touch them in part of the “private 
square”, then save that for elsewhere 
and save your peers from the possibility 
of spewing up their lunches.
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Get a room:
Tayne Andersen
Staff Writer

Audrey Yu
Staff Writer
 The Sadie Hawkins dance is the 
one dance where the girls are forced to 
be bold and ask out the boys. We all 
know the tradition of the boys asking 
out the girls to any occasion, but we 
live in a time where the girls will ask 
out the boys, and it isn’t really that 
big of a deal. 
Like many other 
schools, Leigh 
has participat-
ed in an annual 
Sadies dance, 
but for the last 
two years, we 
haven’t had one. 
Now it comes 
into question of 
whether or not 
students want 
one at all.
 In earli-
er times, it was 
customary for 
the boy to ask 
out the girl; even now, it’s still more 
common for the boy to be asking out 
the girl. So what’s really fun and en-
joyable about a Sadies dance is that it 
allows the girls to ask out the boys and 
still have it traditionally be acceptable. 
Many girls always wonder why it was 
so hard for a boy to ask them out, 
and Sadies is a good chance to show 
what the boys have always been going 
through. Dances are always fun with 
some good friends or maybe even a 
date.
 What’s not so great about a Sa-
dies dance is that it’s usually the one 
dance that every girl dreads, for the 

sole reason that they have to do the 
asking. Dances are also decently ex-
pensive, so if there aren’t many stu-
dents who attend the dance, then the 
school will lose money.
 “Sadies seems like a fun way for 
a girl to surprise a guy, or could be fun 
to go to with friends,” said Melody Ar-
naud, senior.

 “ I ’ v e 
never been to 
one but it looks 
like it would 
be fun.” said 
Ariana Ellis, se-
nior.
 I cer-
tainly would 
love to partic-
ipate in a Sa-
dies dance, and 

other students 
were enthu-
siastic about 
attending as 
well. 
 “If the 
school had 

one, I would definitely go! I love danc-
es,” said Kennedy Jaron, junior. 
 When asked whether or not they 
would attend, 44 of 51 students said 
that they would go. I personally like 
the idea of a Sadies dance and would 
absolutely participate in one if our 
school had one because regardless of 
who asks who, I enjoy dances and am 
always interested in going to them. 
Dances are always an interesting expe-
rience to be a part of. The atmosphere, 
the people, the music, and the dancing 
is always great to participate in.

Ladies and sadies

711.03.14

to technology. When our parents went 
to high school, they couldn’t look up 
any answers quickly because there was 
no internet. With modern technolo-
gy, everything seems to be happening 
online and you can find answers in an 
instant. Parents envy how easy it is for 
us with the technology we have.  How-
ever they can also be a huge distraction 
when it comes to social media and tex-
ting.  “I have had a kid come to school 
with no homework, textbook, or even 
pencil; but they always seem to have 
their phone,” said Dennis Lynch.   
 Most students can’t go a day 

without checking instagram, or twitter, 
which is taking away from their studies 
and makes students procrastinate.  As a 
result, students become more stressed.   
 Some of the school work may 
be the same as our parents experi-
enced, but for present students, is it 
the school work that is stressing them 
out or the pressure of college? Applying 
to college was a simple process for the 
Baby Boom generation, born between 
1946 and 1964. If students did their 
homework carefully before deciding 
where to apply, the outcome was usu-
ally predictable. Where as today, the 

application and schoolwork is causing 
high anxiety for students and many 
rejection letters from colleges.  Junior, 
Ally Thylin said, “I feel that I am work-
ing harder than my parents ever had to 
do in high school.” 
     The stress of getting into a good 
college is way higher than what our 
parents ever experienced, causing high 
school students to overall have better 
grades and test scores.  This is what 
makes high school so hard, having to 
worry more about our future.

PDA on
campus
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Two students studying representing the contrast between schoolwork in the 1950’s and the schoolwork today.

A couple at Leigh High School displaying PDA.



NFL takes a criminal toll
 In the NFL recently, there has 
been a lot of crime, such as domestic 
violence. Many people heard of the 
beating NFL players imposed on their 
children and fiancées. Jonathan Dwyer, 
Greg Hardy, Ray Rice and Adrian Pe-
terson are all players who recently got 
caught for this type of violence.
 Domestic violence is the leading 
cause for arrests in the NFL. From the 
year 2000 to today, there have been 
around 763 NFL player arrests, 87 of 
which were domestic violence related, 
as found by USA Today. Domestic vi-
olence is the leading cause for arrests 
in the NFL, according to Benjamin 
Morris of FiveThirtyEight. NFL player 
rates for driving under the influence is 
leading strong with just over 500 ar-
rests  per year as compared to the just 
under 2,000 a year for males between 
the ages of 25-29 years old in the Unit-
ed States. Just under that are non-do-
mestic assault, drug related, disorderly 
conduct and lastly domestic violence.
 What is the NFL doing about 
this? What about their wives who were 
involved in the violent acts?

 Rice’s wife is now standing up 
for her husband despite the fact that he 
beat her to unconscious-
ness on video which was 
leaked by TMZ. Rice 
only received a two game 
suspension. Keep in mind 
that for substance abuse 
in the NFL, the player 
receives a four game sus-
pension. 
 Dwyer’s wife, on 
the other hand, is not 
supporting her husband. 
Dwyer has pleaded not 
guilty to charges of ag-
gravated assault causing 
a fracture, aggravated as-
sault involving a minor, 
two counts of criminal 
damage and preventing 
someone from calling 
911. He is said to have 
been violent to his wife 
and 17-month-old son in 
their home in Phoenix. 
He headbutted her one 
day and the next, and he 
punched her in the face. 
When the police arrived, 
she said nothing about her husband 

being home because he said he would 
commit suicide if she did. After hitting 

his wife, he threw his shoe at his son, 

who was not injured. 
 “Given the serious nature of the 

allegations we 
have taken the 
immediate step 
to deactivate 
Jonathan [Dw-
yer] from all 
team activities. 
We will con-
tinue to closely 
monitor this 
as it develops 
and evaluate 
additional in-
formation as it 
becomes avail-
able,” the Cardi-
nals stated at an 
interview with 

ESPN. 
 T h e 
only play-
er who has 
pleaded not 
guilty is Har-
dy. He turned 
himself in for 
c o m m u n i -
cating threats 

and an assault on a woman. He was 

Rolling for the cheese  

 Cheese rolling is a thrilling sport 
that is looked forward to in England. 
This sport takes place at Cooper’s Hill 
in Gloucestershire, England. 
 The tradition started around 
the 1800s and has continued to be 
a fun and eventful sport. The spe-
cific cheese they use is called double 
gloucester. It weighs anywhere from 
seven to nine pounds and is made 
into a wheel shape.
 Up to 20 people line up on top 
of this steep hill, and as soon as the 

single wheel of cheese starts rolling 
down, everyone sprints after it.
 To win, you must beat the oth-
ers down the hill. If you are the first 
person over the finish line at the bot-
tom of the hill, you keep the cheese. 
The goal is to catch the cheese while 
it is rolling down or be the fastest one 
down. 
 Although this unusual sport is 
all fun and games, there is a price you 
must pay. While sprinting down this 
steep hill, you are bound to fall over 
and start rolling like the cheese itself.  
 Many people who play this sport 
get multiple bruises, break their bones, 

Athlete of the month: Melissa Borello
 Balancing being a full time stu-
dent while being an athlete can be 
quite challenging, but Melissa Borel-
lo has found a way to maintain both. 
Starting off as a young freshman play-
ing on the varsity field hockey team, 
Borello evidently has a natural talent 
for the sport. 
 After three years playing on the 
varsity level, Borello continues to play 
as an aggressive forward, the attacking 
position who scores most of the team’s 
goals. She is leading in top scores for 
the field hockey team, scoring against 
Branham and Presentation, while tak-
ing on the role of being one of the team 
captains. Borello leads by example with 
a positive attitude. 
 “Melissa is an all around awe-
some teammate and captain for our 
team. She brings laughter and positiv-

ity to the team,” said Jessica Andolina, 
senior.
 In Borello’s freshmen and soph-
omore year, she played as a midfielder 
on the JV soccer team in the winter. In 
the spring, Borello is on the track team 
as a pole vaulter, clearing and breaking 
records at 9’6” in CCS. Being on the 
track team for three years now, Borello 
is looking forward to finishing off her 
high school career with new records. 
A student athlete has a lot of responsi-
bilities, but Borello has adapted to this 
lifestyle.   
 “I work hard and put the time 
in at practices so it will pay off in 
the games/meets. I do my school 
work right when I get home from my 
sports, studying hard to maintain good 
grades,” said Borello.
 This isn’t an easy task, but Borello 
epitomizes multitasking and excelling 
on the field and in the classroom.  

Angi Reddell
Sports Editor

Hailey Gallmann
Sports Writer
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said to have domestically assaulted her. 
Her injuries are said to be “bruises and 
scratches.” 
 Peterson was charged with child 
abuse after disciplining his son with 
a switch, and he has plead not-guilty. 
He may not be able to play again this 
season. Peterson’s wife is “outraged” by 
his actions towards their child. Peter-
son described himself as “not a perfect 
parent, but I am, without a doubt, not 
a child abuser … My goal is always to 
teach my son right from wrong and 
that’s what I tried to do that day.” 
The child explains that his father has 
a “whooping room” and he likes “belts 
and switches.” There have been found 
to be many wounds all over the child’s 
body. There were also defensive marks 
on the 4-year-old child. The child kept 
his sibling from playing a video game 
which is why the whips were inflicted 
on the child.
 The NFL first only suspended 
the players for a number of days and 
now that the videos and pictures have 
been spread, they are taking more dras-
tic measures in these cases. Hopefully 
those drastic measures will shy players 
away from violence.

The participants are sprinting down the hill after the cheese, aiming for victory.

Borello loves playing for every team she is on and enjoys every practice.

The NFL has been juggling mutiple players being arrested and put on trial lately.

Megan Anderson
Sports Writer

or snap their necks. A first aid service 
and paramedics are at the bottom of 
the hill, prepared for any injuries, or to 
rush you to the nearest hospital. 
 Cheese rolling is full of excite-
ment and balance. It tests the individ-
ual’s ability to stay on his or her feet, 
which is close to impossible, or better 
yet be the first to the bottom of the hill 
and win the wheel of cheese. 
 If you aren’t physically participat-
ing in the event, it’s highly suggested 
to come and cheer on the brave people 
who do.



Progression of 

 Nowadays baseball and softball 
players have an array of choices to chose 
from to protect themselves. Catchers 
have heavy, yet necessary equipment 
for blocking those tricky pitches. Play-
ers on the field can chose from a wall 
of gear to pro-
tect their faces. 
Unfortunately 
it wasn’t always 
like that for the 
players of both 
sports alike.
 Uniforms 
made their first 
appearance in 
1849 as simply 
a wool shirt, 
p a n t a l o o n s , 
straw hats and 
white flannels. 
As the years 
p r o g r e s s e d 
teams started 
adding in the 
home jerseys 
and away jerseys 
along with colored socks and so on. 
At the beginning, baseball pants were 
thick, heavily quilted pants. After al-
most 110 years the first appearance of 
shorts in baseball emerged.
 At the beginning of baseball the 
gloves, we now know as tough neat-
ly crafted pieces of leather, were once 
fabric sewn together and offered little 

protection. If a player wished for more 
protection he would have to add it 
on himself. Many players were satis-
fied with the thin pieces of fabric and 
endured through the pain. The first 
player to emerge on the sacred baseball 
dirt with a somewhat modern glove 
was, pitcher, Albert Spalding in 1877. 

He was laughed at by many spectators 
and yet he still played with his glove. 
Catchers were his main customers 
following his pitching appearance in 
1877.
 Today we see major league play-
ers sponsoring Nike in name brand 
cleats but when the game was new, it 
was not about endorsements. These 
men who just loved the game only took 

the bare necessities. Their cleats were 
not cleats at all but just simple leath-
er shoes. Many of these leather shoes 
were black. This pattern was broken in 
the 1960’s when white shoes were first 
brought on the scene.
 Though baseball caps are found 
almost anywhere, the first kind of 

hat that was 
worn were in 
fact straw hats. 
It was in the 
1860’s that 
our stereotyp-
ical baseball 
cap was worn. 
Today when 
thinking about 
a baseball hel-
met as hard 
plastic head 

shaped piece 
of hard plas-
tic comes 
to mind. In 
softball, and 
in some little 
leagues, face 

masks are required 
or at least suggested. When in fact hel-
mets weren’t required until the early 
1970’s. Some cautious players used 
them before then because they were 
around in 1907. The originator of the 
helmet was Roger Bresnahan, a catcher. 
He came up with the idea after getting 
nailed in the head during a game.
 The game has evolved and so has 
the protection and required uniform.

protection

 Leigh High School’s Varsity 
Football team has moved up to play in 
the Mount Hamilton division this fall. 
Putting in hard work last year has truly 
paid off: now they can play at a higher 
level of competition. This promotion 
has proved the fact that drive, determi-
nation, and dedication pays off in the 
end, with goals and visions, anything 
is possible. Now that the Longhorn’s 

have progressed, they need to continue 
to build on what they started as they 
work to be competitive in the top divi-
sion.
 Reflecting back to the start of last 
season, the team started off preparing 
for a big year ahead of them. They put 
matters into their own hands, taking 
the initiative to put in the extra time 
on and off the field, in order to make 
them an overall better team. 
 “The seniors wanted us to have a 
good year so they pushed us to go hard 

in practices. Our motto was ‘practice 
how you play’, making sure we were all 
in line while following directions giv-
en to us by the coaches. We worked as 
hard as we could, working as a whole, 
paying off in the end,” said Dylan 
Wahl, senior.
 The Longhorns had a successful 
season last year with a winning record 
of 7-3. The team made it to CCS, 
which served as a major confidence 
booster. This news made the Long-
horns work even harder in practice 
than before. It motivated them to be 
the best they could be. 
 “We prepared for a bigger, stron-
ger team than we are accustomed. We 
knew they had a speedy running back 
and an experienced quarterback,” said 
Connor Boomslider, senior.
 Closing out last season, Leigh 
faced Willow Glen in the first round of 
CCS. Unfortunately, Leigh fell short, 
getting knocked out of the first round. 
Through the hard work over this sea-
son, the Longhorns proved that they 
could move up a division, increasing 
the level of competition. With their 
excellent season record, followed by 
JV’s outstanding year going 9-1, the 
Longhorns get the chance to prove 
themselves in the top division. As the 
2014 season is progressing, the Long-
horns are working extremely hard with 
positive attitudes and big aspirations.

Leigh varsity takes on Willow Glen, on their opponents home feild on Oct. 17.
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On the left is a picture of a baseball catcher from when baseball was a relatively new     
  sport. On the right is a modernized picture of the catchers who play baseball today. 

Angi Reddell
Sports Editor

Hailey Gallmann
Sports Writer
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to the Mount Hamilton Division:
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Dear Readers,

 We’ve had so much fun putting this 
together for you. This first edition for us 
will hopefully prove to be the least hectic. 
We hope you enjoy reading this as much as 
we’ve enjoyed making it.

  Love,
   Your Editors-in-Chief

Mission Statement:

The Eleight is an independent 
publication dedicated to honest, eth-

ical, accurate and complete 
coverage of the Leigh High student 

body and its surrounding 
community.
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is owed partially to a 
Facebook page made 
up of nearly 250,000 
dedicated Surge-loving 
fans. The social media 
page was made to sim-
ply spread fans’ desire of 
bringing their beloved 
soda back. 
         The Surge Move-
ment, the name of the 
group’s page, gathered 
up it’s money and came 
up with a clever way of 
getting Coca-Cola’s at-
tention.
         Near the Co-
ca-Cola headquarters, 
fans purchased a Bill-
board that read, “Dear 
Coke, we couldn’t buy 
SURGE, so we bought 
this billboard instead.” 

“I wear my hat to show my idea of 
equality for everyone. I’ve always 
sort of considered myself to be up 
to date on events of the past and the 
present, so I started reading things 
more in depth and eventually I read 
the Communist Manifesto. I believe 
that everyone should be given an 
equal chance to do what they like to 

 
 Calling all students born 
in the 90’s! By popular de-
mand, the Coca-Cola Com-
pany has brought back it’s old 
school soda, Surge. Debuted 
in 1996, Coca-Cola’s Surge 
gave us a highly-caffeinated, 
high calorie, citrus drink.
         Because the appeal for 
highly-caffeinated and sugar 
filled drinks in schools and re-
tailers began to decrease, Surge 
was discontinued in 2002 
when sales for the soda fell 
drastically. 
 When coke announced 
its revival, not many people 
even knew what Surge was 
when recently asked, but once 
having heard about it they 
showed interest in trying it. 
 “I think I have heard of 
Surge but I’m not really sure. 
I like Mountain Dew so I’m 
guessing it would be good and 
I like the can,” said Hope Al-
len, senior.
         The return of Surge 

Caitlin DiTullio
Visuals Staff

Marissa Milazzo
Staff Writer

 As Fall starts, the issue of the 
drought is becoming seemingly less 
important. However, the Califor-
nia’s 2014 drought is the most severe 
drought on record and is very much a 
prevalent issue for all California resi-
dents. For the students of Leigh High 
School, we can all take part in helping 
to conserve water.
 Tip #1: Reuse gray water
Gray water is water that has already 
been used once in baths, sinks, wash-
ing machines or the half drunken wa-
ter bottles strewn across your car, room 
and locker, but is still relatively clean. 
This water can be used to water plants 
both indoor and outdoor, which saves 

 Pumpkin pie has been a des-
sert that everyone likes to consume 
around the holidays. Some people 
put whipcream on their pumpkin pie 
and some people eat it with ice cream. 
However no matter what you garnish 
your pie with, it will always be the 
same. 

~1 (15 ounce) can pumpkin

~1 (14 ounce) can EAGLE BRAND® 
Sweetened Condensed Milk

~2 large eggs

~1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

~1/2 teaspoon ground ginger

~1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg

~1/2 teaspoon salt

water by reducing water waste and us-
ing it instead for landscaping.
 Tip #2: Fix leaks
Whether it is leaky hoses, sink faucets 
or shower heads, leaks can waste many 
gallons of water a year. When a leak is 
detected you can either fix it yourself 
or hire a repairman to fix it. The fast-
er the leak is fixed the better because 
over time the leak will grow bigger and 
waste more water.
 Tip #3: Take your car to the car 
wash
 “I take my car to the car wash 
instead of washing it in my driveway 
because the water is recycled and the 
soap doesn’t hurt the cute sea animals”, 
said senior Melanie Keltner. 
 Washing your car at home is very 

Water you doing to conserve?
cost efficient as some car washes can 
be pricey, but in terms of water con-
servation home car washing is not as 
efficient.
            #4: Create a low flush toilet
If the old saying “If it’s yellow let it 
mellow, if it’s brown flush it down” 
doesn’t settle well with you, then creat-
ing a low flush toilet will let you flush 
every time and still conserve water. 
Creating a low flush toilet is very easy. 
All you need is a solid object such as a 
brick or a large water bottle filled with 
water or cement to place in the back 
tank of your toilet and voila, you have 
created a water efficient toilet that uses 
less water per flush.
 With these helpful tips saving 
water can be easy!

do and not to be hindered by money 
and other things similar. My parents 
try to, for the most part, not mind 
about the hat, they think it’s just 
a gag, and to a point it is. On the 
other hand, sometimes when I walk 
through the school, some people will 
say ‘nice hat’ and others will look at 
it sort of alienly.”

12 11.3.14

~1 (9 inch) unbaked pie crust

1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees F.
 
2. Then you are going to whisk pump-
kin, sweetened condensed milk, eggs, 
spices and salt in medium bowl until 
the combination is completly smooth. 

3. Pour mixture into the pre made pie 
crust pie crust. Bake for 15 minutes.

4.  When your pie is done baking for 
15 minutes you are going to reduce the 
oven temperature to 350 F. and con-
tinue baking the pie for about 35 to 
40 minutes or until you insert a knife 
about one inch and it comes out clean.

5. When the pie is done cooking, take 
the pie out and let it cool.

6. Garnish as desired.

7. Store leftovers covered in refrigera-
tor.

DIY pumpkin pie

A freshly baked pumpkin pie cooling after it has come out of the oven

Humans of Leigh
High School

The Lexington Reservoir in Los Gatos, California which has a very low water level in comparison to years in the past

Continued on 
page 14

Courtney Truluck
Staff Writer
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One of the old Surge cans by Coca-Cola before the return this year.
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Leigh student Marcos Aguilar showing off his hat
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Surge: the soda 
movement strikes
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Q:What activities are you involved in?

A: I’m in Leadership, Link Crew, 
Lipsync, Birthday Givers, Interact, 
Film Club, NHS, and choir.
 
Q: What do you like about being part 
of the dance commission?

A: I love being behind the scenes and 
seeing an event come together! Main-

ly, I just really want to be able to plan 
events for students to enjoy.

Q: Winterball was a big success last 
year. How will you get it to be just as 
successful this year?
 
A: We have some really big things 
planned that are going to make the 
dance that much more exciting! But 
I think the thing that makes dances 
most successful is high attendance.
 
Q: Is Leadership more productive this 
year since it is during zero period?

A: I think it’s harder to get stuff done 
because it’s a shorter period. I think it’s 
definitely a big change, but it just takes 
some time to adjust.

Q: Has Leadership started to plan 
Make-A-Wish?

A: I’m pretty sure the Make-A-Wish 
committee has started making plans, 
but the class as a whole has been main-
ly focused on Homecoming Week. 
 
Q: Was it hard to agree on a Home-
coming week theme?

A: It went pretty smoothly this year! 
There was a clear majority vote.
 
Q: How do you find time to do all of 
the activities that you do, especially 
during your junior year?

A: I will say that I’ve had to downsize 
this year. There are some activities that 
I sadly had to give up in order to man-
age my classes.

Q: Have you already thought about the 
colleges that you might want to go to?

A: Yes, I visited some schools on the 
east coast over the summer. Right now, 
I have no idea where I want to go, but 
I’m trying to learn about as many as 
possible.
 
Q: What do you want to achieve 
during junior year?

A: My main goals are to maintain 
strong grades, to plan a successful win-
terball, and to get through the SAT.

Hannah Schmitz is a junior at Leigh, 
founder of the Birthday Givers Club, 
and is in Leadership.

Brody Petulla, senior, is a former pro-
fessional skateboarder who has been 
sponsored by Solstice Skateboards.

 Mrs. Nicoletta, former activities 
director, now joins the history depart-
ment here at Leigh High School. She 
continues to encourage students ev-
eryday and help them reach their full 
potential.

Q. What is the main difference be-
tween being the activities director and 
teaching APUSH and US history? 

A.The main difference between being 
the activities director and being in the 
classroom is the day to day subject 
matter that I cover.  While Activities 
Director, I was in charge of putting 
together school wide events and I had 
to have contact with members of the 
community, administrators, other 
schools and their officials, teachers, the 
leadership class, and as a guide to help 
students for dances, games, clubs, etc.  

Now, I work with my current students 
and I concentrate mostly on the histo-
ry subjects we are currently studying.  

Q. Have you had any previous teach-
ing experience? 

A.Yes, I taught US, World and World 
Honors History here at Leigh before I 
became the Activities Director. This is 
the beginning of my 18th year at the 
school. 

Q. What are some challenges that you 
have faced so far? 

A.Keeping up with the grading! I have 
a lot of students who all like to do their 
homework! But I love it!

Q. What is your favorite part about 
teaching? 

A.I love history.  I love talking about it, 
teaching it, and learning more about it!  
I love the discussions that come from 
learning new topics, and introducing a 
different point of view to someone. 
 
Q. What is your most memorable high 
school experience? 

A. I was involved in many things in 
high school, and what I remember 
most is the friends I made and the peo-
ple I hung out with.  I was involved 
in clubs, I was a song girl, on the drill 
team, and I helped with the class spirit 
activities.  I do remember how fun it 
was to win Nationals for both the Song 
and the Dance division, but what I re-
ally take away is the fact that I stayed 
involved and got to work with so many 
different people! 

A: I try to learn a new trick everyday 
and some are more difficult than others 
but the difficult aspects are different so 
it’s hard to pinpoint the hardest trick.

Q: How many tricks can you do? what 
are the names of them?

A: I do a lot of tricks and a lot of them 
funky variations of them.

Q: Which trick is your favorite? 

A: My favorite trick changes almost 
daily.

Q: Do you vary the type of skateboard 
you use? 

A: The type of board you ride doesn’t 
really matter. It is all personal prefer-
ence. My favorite is Welcome skate-
boarders.

Q: What advice would you recom-
mend to beginners?

A: Don’t worry about how “good” you 
are. Have fun and the rest will come.

Q: Do you prefer to skate alone or with 
friends?

A: I prefer skating with a few other 
people. Three is a good number.

Q: How many of your friends or family 
skateboard? 

A: Most of my friends skate. I have a 
few cousins that used to skate.

Q: What do you think the biggest ste-
reotype of skateboarders is? Do you fit 
it?
 
A: People stereotype skaters as slackers. 
I actually do well in school.

 Valerie Weed is a dedicated Ju-
nior of Leigh High School, who par-
ticipates in several extra-curriculars, 
takes challenging classes and most im-
portantly stays humble and commit-
ted. Weed’s dedication towards school, 
sports and staying true to herself are 
characteristics many strive for. 

Q: What sports or clubs do you par-
ticipate in?

A: I participate in field hockey and soc-
cer. I am also a part of Helping Paws 
Club.

Q: What are your most challenging 
classes?

A: My most challenging classes so far 
have been AP Chem and somewhat AP 
Lang and AP Calc.

Q: Is there anything you do to cope 
with your busy lifestyle? In other 
words, what do you do in your free-
time to balance your schedule?

A: I mostly sleep in my free time, but 
going to field hockey practice definite-
ly helps me relieve some stress because 
it’s a time to just hangout with my 
friends and work hard while not doing 
school work.

Q: Is there anything or anybody in 
your life that helps support you and 
keep you up?

A: Stacie Moore and Allyson Gre-

Valerie Weed, a junior, is an athlete, 
honor student, and is a dedicated 
volunteer.

co definitely support me when I get 
stressed.

Q: Do you have a job or participate in 
volunteering?

A: I volunteered at the library over the 
summer, but I don’t during the school 
year.

Q: What would you like to be when 
you grow up?

A: I want to be a high school teacher 
when I grow up.

Q: Are there any tips you could give 
your fellow students to help them cope 
with their busy school-lifestyles?

A: Make sure to take time to relax be-
cause you won’t do your best work if 
you are stressed. Sometimes you need 
to take an extra break even though you 
have a lot to do and rest so you can do 
things right the first time and save time 
in the long run. 

Photo By: Tori Stamm 

Hannah Schmitz: 

Valerie Weed: a triple threat
full of heart on and off the field

Dance commissioner, always one step ahead

welcome back Mrs. Nicoletta

Brody, a real bro:
professional skateboarder

Kiley Dyer
Staff Writer
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Q: Who inspired you to become a 
skateboarder? 

A: When I was a little kid I looked up 
to my older brother who skated so I 
bugged my dad to buy me a skateboard 
and I loved it.

Q: What was the first trick you did on 
a skateboard?

A: I don’t exactly remember but I’m 
guessing it was an ollie.

Q: How long have you been skate-
boarding?

A: I’ve been skating most of my life but 
got more seriously into it in middle 
school.

Q: What do you like about skateboard-
ing?  

A: Skateboarding is the greatest thing 
in the world. There are so many things 
about it, I cannot list them all.

Q: What was the hardest trick to pull 
off?
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Morgan Pangburn
In-Depth Editor

And the rest was history

Mrs. Nicoletta is an APUSH and US 
History teacher.



Repurposing your

 Now that Halloween has come 
and gone, many people are just throw-
ing away the jack o’lanterns that deco-
rated their front porches.  
 “I usually do carve pumpkins and 
we just throw it away once it’s gone 
bad,” said Hannah Stein, sophomore.

 If it isn’t rotting and it hasn’t been 
thrown out yet, here are several sugges-
tions for reusing your already-carved 
Halloween pumpkin.
 Some people compost their jack 
o’lanterns after Halloween. If you’ve 
considered composting your jack o’lan-
tern but you don’t have the resources 
to do that, find a friend or a neighbor 
who does and give it to them, or bury 

Angi Reddell
Sports Editor

Surge: the soda

Marissa Milazzo
Staff Writer

11.3.1414

Jamie Ortbal
Staff Writer

 Relationships have lost mean-
ing. They are not taken seriously any-
more because the definition of a prop-
er relationship has been lost. Actually 
going on dates with someone before 
calling them your official boyfriend/
girlfriend is practically unheard of.
 Relationships are flowers and 
chocolates and doing one better than 
your friends. Many people want to be 
with someone longer or get the better 
present. But what do you get in the 
end? Not much because relationships 

are not real anymore.  
 What happened to walking a girl 
to her door? Or spending time away 
from your friends to be with her? He 
isn’t whipped, he respects their rela-
tionship. 
 Many fights in relationships now 
a days are over the phone. And that is 
because most relationships aren’t seri-
ous. Respect is needed in relationships 
and it is hard to find. 
 Relationships are all over cam-
pus. Couples making out every time 
you turn around. Hand holding 
around every corner. But why don’t 
many last? There is hardly any respect 
for each other or other couples.

it somewhere in your backyard. If you 
choose to bury it, by the time spring 
arrives, you’ll have nutrient-rich soil 
to plant a garden! You can also donate 
your pumpkin to a zoo. Sometimes the 
zoos feed the animals pumpkins.
 Since it’s still fall, you can con-
vert your pumpkin into a scarecrow 
head to decorate your front- or back-
yard. You can also turn it into a vase 
and put flowers, fallen leaves, and dry 
twigs in it. You can leave it on your 
porch as a fall decoration.
 Another way to repurpose your 
carved Halloween pumpkin is by us-
ing the pumpkin guts (without the 
seeds) to create a pumpkin facial mask. 
Pumpkins have lots of vitamins and 
nutrients that will rejuvenate and re-
pair your skin. You can find lots of rec-
ipes for pumpkin facial masks online.  
 If you like to cook with pump-
kin, it’s easy to find cheap pumpkins 
after Halloween. And, of course, there 
are tons of great recipes for making 
yummy pumpkin dishes and desserts 
online!
 So, this fall, don’t just throw 
away your pumpkin. Try repurposing 
your pumpkin!

 Just as they hoped it would, the 
billboard caught Coca-Cola’s atten-
tion. 
 “Eventually, their creativity and 
passionate pleas caught the company’s 
attention,” said Coca-Cola in a state-
ment. 
         Coca-Cola has combined with 

Amazon.com to sell 12 packs of their 6 
ounce drinks. With Amazon.com cur-
rently being the only place that people 
can by the drink, the website quickly 
ran out of the product after only a few 
hours after the release was announced. 
Conveniently, customers have now 
been able to receive emails from Am-
azon.com informing them when Surge 
has been restocked. 
 Although curious to try the 

drink, some students were hesitant 
about buying a drink online. 
 “I don’t know if I would trust 
buying a drink off Amazon but if they 
sold it in stores I’d probably give it a 
try,” said Natalie Fini, senior.
         The return of Surge has been the 
first time Coca-Cola has ever brought 
back a discontinued product. 

Continued from page 12

movement strikes

Just a relationship

holiday pumpkin

 We all know that one person 
who seems like they have their entire 
life together. They have a perfect GPA, 
a taste in music that everyone else 
seems to admire, fierce eyebrows, all 
the money in the world, a beautiful car, 
and a plentiful love life. While you’re 
just starting to research the college ap-
plication process, they’ve already been 
accepted to their safety schools. While 
you’re struggling to contribute to dis-
cussions your English teacher may be 
holding, they’re spitting out well-for-
mulated, sassy comments you could 
only ever dream of making. While 
you’re taking forty-something selfies, 
trying to get a single attractive one, 
they’ve already gotten 100 likes on 
their latest one (which they probably 
got in one shot, because they’re just 
that glamorous). When you’re think-
ing about applying for a job, they’re 
already reading an email from their 
boss-to-be, telling them that they start 
on Monday. 
 How the hell can this person be 
so put together? You watch them on a 
day to day basis, monitoring their so-
cial media for signs of flaws that might 
make them anything less than perfect. 
Well, let me tell you the truth: this 
perfectly built, easy-breezy, manic-pix-
ie-dream person doesn’t actually exist. 
For a long time, I occupied myself by 
feeling like crap because I felt I would 
never be as good as some of the other 
people I knew. But eventually, I dis-
covered that everyone is just follow-

ing the well-loved principle of  “fake 
it until you make it”. When you see 
photos of people’s exotic vacations, 
and think, “Why can’t I be doing 
that?” you’re only doing yourself a 
disservice. “Cool” things you hear 
that other people have been doing are 
essentially just false advertisements. 
When someone opens up instagram 
to post a photo, they’re thinking a 
number of things: a. How do I look? 
What filters can I put on this picture 
to make that giant pimple look like 
dust on the screen? b. How can I 
get the most amount of likes? What 
kind of picture should I post? When 
should I post my picture? c. How will 
this photo affect how other people 
view me? Will it make me seem so-
phisticated and figured-out? 
 Just like you, everyone is wor-
ried about their image. No one person 
has the ability to take a SINGLE selfie 
and hastily upload it onto Facebook. 
No one person can possibly have a 5.0 
GPA AND a healthy social life. Just 
like people who work in advertising 
tweak images and spend time coming 
up with witty phrases, people who 
post things on social media or tell sto-
ries to other people are carefully map-
ping out words and camera angles. If 
that straight-off-the-mannequin dress 
from Anthropologie some girl in your 
class got, or the one kid who brags 
about liking “underground” music, or 
the girl who recently got a 2400 on 
the SAT, or the brand new Benz you 
saw in the student parking lot is both-
ering you, you’ve successfully been 
fooled by the people who want you 
to think they have it all together. You 
have to, for lack of a better phrase, 
“ignore the haterz”. 
 As corny as this sounds, instead 
of admiring these people who seem so 
much more ahead of you in life, you 
should be focusing on your own hap-
piness and well-being. Like I said, no 
one actually gives a crap about oth-
er people’s appearances--they’re too 
preoccupied with their own. If you 
spend your time making yourself feel 
comfortable and happy rather than 
worrying if your peers are better than 
you, you will suffer from a consid-
erably smaller amount of stress, and 
become a more productive person. All 
of these people who are making you 
feel inferior don’t have any of their 
stuff figured out, they’re just some-
what talented at marketing. Don’t let 
them control your head and make it 
spin with thoughts like, “But I hav-
en’t even started job applications!” or 
“Where the hell are they getting the 
money to buy all that stuff all the 
time?” because honestly? It doesn’t 
matter. 

Suah Cheong
Opinion Editor
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1. Law and Order Marathons: This is my primary procrastination method. 
Whenever I don’t feel like writing my college essays or doing my Physio home-
work, I lock myself in my room with a giant bag of hot cheetos and just marathon 
episodes for hours on end. I may not be getting anything done during these 
marathons, but at least I’m one step closer to becoming Elle Woods.

2. Mid 2000s entry level hipster garbage (i.e. Arcade Fire, LCD Soundsystem, 
The Postal Service, Broken Social Scene, etc.): I just can’t get over scream-singing 
(cough WIN BUTLER cough) and angsty lyrics. 
3. 1984 by George Orwell

4. Free international calls: My best friend is studying abroad in Spain right now, 
and the various apps we’ve been using to call each other up and rant about bad 
drivers and politicians the inherent lack of ‘Pulp Fiction’ on cable tv have been 
an absolute GODSEND. 

5. Barnes and Noble: This is, without a doubt, the most productive environment 
I’ve ever gotten work done in. Need to speed-read a 600-pager for AP lit? Barnes 
and Noble. College essays? Barnes and Noble. Mental breakdown from the dan-
gerous levels of stress you’ve been experiencing? Barnes and Noble. Nothing (in-
cluding that new Starbucks on Blossom Hill) can compare to this place. 

6. Naps and Chipotle

Some sort of adequate things:



your right arm the smaller the holes in 
your blanket will be.
Step Six. Repeat steps 3 to 6 until you 
have 20 stitches on your right arm.
Step Seven. Hold the yarn farthest 
away from you (called the working 
yarn) in your right hand and take the 
first stitch and pull it off your wrist, 
then stick your left hand towards your-
self into the hole of working yarn.
Step Eight. Repeat step 7 until you 
have all 20 stitches on your left arm 
and repeat the process over to your 
right arm!

When you use up your first ball 
of yarn to tie on the second ball you 
just tie a knot with the end if the first 
ball and the beginning of the second 
ball. Each time you switch it from your 
left to your right arm it is called a row. 
Once you reach 30 rows we’re going to 
bind off our blanket which is just fin-
ishing it up and getting it off out arms!
Step Nine. Start by knitting two 
stitches onto your arm and pull the one 
closest to your elbow over the 2nd one 
and off your hand. Repeat all the way 
until the end of the blanket. Leaving 
the last stitch on your arm.
Step Ten. Grab onto the working yarn 
and pull the stitch off of your arm 
making a loop and pulling it tight. Cut 
the hanging yarn and pull it all the way 
through getting rid of the loop and 
leaving you with a completed blanket!

You know, sometimes life sucks.
As in “I got no sleep last night; 

how am I still alive?”
Or “Oops, I flunked my test.”
Or when you ask someone if 

they know what the time is and they 
say yes and just walk away from you.

Maybe it’s the constant overload 
of homework given to you by your 
teachers.  And when this happens, 
you just feel like staring at the moun-
tain of work on your desk and curling 
up into a ball while dipping gigan-
tic marshmallows into the heavenly 
nutella jar that you have placed ever 
so conveniently in front of your face.

On top of that, your parents 
seem to criticize your each and ev-
ery action. Every move. Every word 
you speak. Uh-huh, real helpful, real 
helpful.

Through the 14 years of my 
life (actually almost 15 woot woot), 
I have noticed, often times, that the 
conversations that take place at homes 
differ from many things mentioned at 
school. Things that are unconsciously 
in the back of one’s mind, but fail to 
get mentioned in a school setting. I 
wonder why that is.

I guess an acceptable reason 
would be that you’ve heard the con-
versations at home an extravagant 
amount of times and you just don’t 
want to hear them ever again. EVER 
AGAIN. These are a few of mine:

Number one. “Life is not easy.”
Number two. “If you work hard 

now, your life will become a lot eas-
ier.”

Number three. “With what 
you’re doing, you’ll never be able to 
go to a good school.”

Number four. “Someday, you’ll 
become rich and famous and mar-
ry [insert good-looking celebrity].” 
Wait, just kidding. I’ve never actually 
heard that one before.

Talk about cheesiest clichés ever. 
I don’t know about you, but I am fed 
up with these sayings. Coming from a 
stereotypical asian family with parents 
who hold three-hour lectures about 
what I’m going to do with my life and 
having a dad who thinks that I might 
not even get into my local communi-
ty college, I have heard these words 
countless times (well, not the rich 
and famous one… I wish though!). 
But I guess these lectures aren’t saying 
anything wrong. In fact, they’re quite 
true. Life is an endless battle between 
relaxation and endurance.

In life, you are constantly told 
to find a passion. A passion that will 
help you get into the best colleges. A 
passion that you will strive to excel at 
your entire life. Well, hopefully. And 
no matter what anyone says, you still 

Cranberry sauce recipe  
Caroline Viola
Editor-in-Chief

Arm knitting a blanket in 40 minutes 

Knitting has been around for 
145 years but arm knitting involves a 
much larger yarn and no needles. This 
new take on knitting is simple to un-
derstand and easy to execute. Growing 
popular in media sites, including Pin-
terest and YouTube, arm knitting is a 
fun activity for all ages. To get started 
on making your hot cocoa and mov-
ie companion, all you’ll need is 10 
to 11 spools of #6 yarn (the number 
represents the thickness) of your color 
choice from your local fabric store and 
your own two arms. You can make a 
blanket in 40 minutes or less, because 
knitting’s not just for your grandma 
anymore!
Make your fall and winter nights extra 
cozy with this 40 minute cuddle bud-
dy.
Step One. Pull a long tail of 5 feet 
from your ball of yarn and make a 
“large” slipknot.
Step Two. Slide the knot (your first 
“stitch” over your right wrist)
Step Three. Now we’re going to cast 
on! Take the piece farthest from you 
and with your left hand wrap the yarn 
around your left pointer finger secur-
ing it with your middle finger and 
down the palm of your hand holding it 

Natalie Lewis
Visuals Staff

Sooyoung Park
News Editor

Reusing Halloween costumes
As a child, trick-or-treating was 

the best. What kid did not want a 
bag full of sugary candy to fill their 
little hearts with joy? Though, after 
years of trick or treating, a good sized 
pile of costumes from people around 
the house and I have found they just 
become a waste of space in a big bin 
in my garage. The question is, what 
do you do with them? As a kid, it 
was a simple answer. You play dress 
up! When you are older, the question 
becomes harder to answer. You could 
donate them, put them towards mak-
ing new costumes, or give them to 
younger neighbors or siblings.

Lilly Quaid
Visuals Staff

love it. No matter how many times 
people nag you not to do it, you per-
sist with diligence. With it, you are 
unbeatable. Having a passion means 
that you possess the ability to trans-
port yourself to a whole different 
world. A world where only you and 
the thing that you love to do most 
exist.

Yet, finding this passion is quite 
difficult. I used to think that I loved 
playing the piano simply because oth-
ers at my school looked at me in awe 
whenever I did. It was just something 
I could do a little better than others 
in my community. However, a pas-
sion is not something chosen by your 
abilities. If your parents are constantly 
nagging you to practice, chances are, 
it’s not your passion. You must be 
willing to volunteer many hours of 
your life to continue on with practic-
es even as the skills that need to be 
mastered get increasingly difficult. 
Fortunately for some people, they 
have already found what they love to 
do most, whether it be academics, art, 
music, sports… the options are sim-
ply endless! I regret to say, I am not 
one of those people.

Everyday, I struggle between 
maintaining my grades and finding 
time to find something that I truly 
love to do. I worry what I will say 
when I soon become a senior and 
colleges interview me, asking “Why 
should we pick you?” Job interviews 
alike. The thought of never finding 
my passion frightens me more than a 
little. A little more than a lot. It’s like 
a life goal that was never achieved. 
Maybe I worry too much.

How is it that some people 
just know that they love something? 
When someone finds something they 
like to do, they are happy. No need 
for any bigger, fancier words (not that 
my vocabulary is complex or any-
thing). Just plain and simple. Happy. 
Often times, this happiness is short-
lived. Humankind is rarely fascinated 
when they see or do the same thing 
repeatedly. It will soon get “boring.” 
You laughed, but it’s true. This is why 
seeing someone carrying out their 
passion is a rare and remarkable sight, 
and definitely laudable, too.

Also, people are sometimes mis-
led. Passion and affection for another 
person can be easily confused. It’s a 
true fact that some people change a 
little bit, or maybe lot, for the person 
that they like. Let’s say, your crush 
loves the ice-cream flavor ‘Cookie 
Dough,’ which, in my opinion, is like 
one of the best ice cream flavors ever. 
Soon, you might say that it’s your fa-
vorite flavor too. So it’s possible that 
you might trick yourself into liking 
something that you actually don’t. 
Or maybe, it’s not about changing for 
someone else, but a different factor. 
Maybe it’s because of the money. I am 
well aware that successful doctors get 
paid well. Especially neurosurgeons if 
the operation is a success.

Throughout my childhood, 
many people have asked me, “What 
do you want to be when you grow 
up?” I’d always reply with an enthu-
siastic voice, “Pianist!” Becoming 
a teenager, I’m not as interested in 
that career. During my teenage years, 
many people have asked me the same 
question, “What do you want to be 
when you grow up?” Most of the 
time, I’d shrug or answer “Doctor” 
with uncertainty. I don’t even know if 
I have a passion for the medical side 
of the world, let alone if I even like 
helping people feel better.

The point is, finding your pas-
sion is immensely difficult and some-
times, even aggravating. However, if 
you can endure the search and perse-
vere, you will soon be able to unearth 
your path to success. And maybe 
then, life will become a little easier.
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stable with your ring finger and pinky 
fingers.
Step Four. Now keeping your left 
hand stable, take the other piece of 
yarn hanging from your right hand and 
tuck it under your left ring and pin-

ky fingers. Then put your left thumb 
in between the two pieces wrapping 
the yarn closest to you around your 
thumb.
Step Five. Now tuck your right hand 
under the yarn wrapped around 
your thumb and then under the yarn 
wrapped around your pointer and 
middle fingers and tucking it through 
the hole towards yourself tightening it 
onto your right arm.
Side note: the tighter the yarn is on 

Mixing costumes or making your 
own seems to be the easiest and least 

pricey ways to dress up for hallow-

een. A lot of in-store costumes go for 
around $50, so I would recommend 
keep some money in your pocket to 
reuse some older costumes. Like Lo-
gan Shawhan, you could mix older 
costumes and add on to them from 
thrift shops or places of that sort to go 
the cheaper route. 

“I like to mix little parts from 
previous costumes and go to Good-
will for inspiration,” said Logan 
Shawhan, junior. 

Making crafts is always good 
with old costumes, too. You could tie 
or braid costumes together and do-
nate those as dog toys to your local 
shelter. You could take bits and pieces 
from different outfits and make a hal-
loween themed quilt.

Don’t just throw your used costumes 
in a box. 
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 Choosing a new show on Netflix 
can be harder than it sounds with the 
queue overflowing with recommended 
new releases. There’s more than two 
billion hours of TV shows and movies 
available on the site you hardly have 
time to look deep into all it has to 
offer and find the not-so-popular but 
ever-so-amazing Netflix gems that are 
hiding behind scarcely known titles, so 
we did it for you. Avoid sinking into 
the inevitable post-show depression 
that seems to leave you feeling lost. 
Try filling it with something new that 
won’t leave you disappointed. These 
are my top unknown Netflix picks 
for you, I sincerely hope you enjoy.

 “Wonder,” written by R. J. Pala-
cio, is an inspirational book about 
a little boy named Auggie with a 
severe facial deformity.  This book 
takes place over the course of Aug-
gie’s fifth grade year and reveals 
Auggie’s life through his own point 
of view and others’ point of views.  
This is a great book for all ages be-
cause of it’s humbling message and 
uplifting conclusion.
 Auggie lives with his mom, 
dad, and sister Via, and because of 
his facial deformity, he has been 
home schooled for his whole life.  
Right before the start of his fifth grade 
year, his mom and dad both decide to 
enroll him in a private middle school.  
 The book starts with Auggie’s 
point of view and the reader sees how 

he is forced to deal with many unsym-
pathetic, ignorantly cruel kids at his 
new school.  

 The book continues on with his 
perspective for a while, detailing the 
events that are taking place in his life, 
until the author switches to his older 
sister’s perspective.  She describes her 

life over the course of the chapter, and 
then it moves on to another person in 
Auggie’s life.  The book continues to 

change perspectives, while still fur-
thering Auggie’s own story, until the 
last chapter, when the book returns 
to Auggie’s perspective.
 While other books have been 
written about kids with deformities, 
this book is especially unique because 
of the way it was structured.  It re-
veals the thoughts and feelings of all 
the people involved in Auggie’s life, 
which gives the book lots of depth.  
The characters’ reactions and situa-
tions are also very realistic.   
 Reading this book invokes a deep 

sense of humility.  It brings things into 
perspective and helps remind the read-
ers that others may be dealing with 
their own problems and challenges.  
This book promotes compassion and 

Victoria Lonardo
Visuals Editor

Jamie Ortbal
Staff Writer

 Best of deep Netflix

“Wonder” book review:

Emily Christianson
Staff Writer
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Grab a tissue box: Nicholas Sparks books and movies

Tonight You’re 
Mine

Take Me 
Home

GoosebumpsKeith 

 With the new movie “The Best 
Of Me,” released recently, Nicholas 
Sparks has come to attention once 
again. Sparks, a 48-year-old male au-
thor from Omaha, Nebraska, expresses 
his passion for romance throughout his 
many novels. Few of his books have 
been “New York Times” best sellers, 
with over 97 million copies sold world-
wide. He has written 17 books with his 
top three, based on sales, being, “The 
Notebook,” “The Last Song,” and “A 
Walk to Remember.”  His books con-
sist of love and tragedy, but end with 

a heart-warming feeling. Even though 
they are romantic novels, it may be wise 
to keep a box of tissues nearby.  Out of 
Spark’s 17 books, eight have become 
films that have been extremely popular. 
  Sparks’ most popular novel, “The 
Notebook,” is a romantic love story 
that portrays a woman, Allie, who suf-
fers from Alzheimer’s in her old age. 
Her devoted husband Noah spends 
his days being with her at an old folks 
home and refuses to let go of the fact 
that she will never remember him 
again. He tells her stories of their past 
and how the two of them met trying 
to get her to remember everything she 
has forgotten. The novel and the film 

are very similar to each other except for 
a few minor differences. For example, 
in the novel, the two main characters, 
Noah and Allie meet at a carnival, and 
stay with each other until it is over, 
whereas in the movie, he hangs on the 
ferris wheel and won’t get off until she 
agrees to go out with him.Of all Sparks’ 
stories, “The Notebook” is the most 
popular and has been voted number 
one by fans, due to how romantically 
it portrays both the book and movie.

Continued on page 19

understanding for everyone, no mat-
ter who they are or how they look.  
 Overall, “Wonder” is a great, 
eye-opening book that delivers a pow-
erful message and an endearing story.

“
”

Sometimes I think 
my head is so big 
because it is so full 
of dreams.

- R.J. Palacio
This is an inspirational story that changes the way you look at your world.

 Best-selling author, Nicholas Sparks, writes stories of romance and tragedy. So   
readers should be warned to begin these stories with the companionship of tissues.

A

 The British film, “Tonight You’re 
Mine”, is an obscure but refreshing 
movie with an incredible soundtrack 
landing it with a 3.8 star rating on 
Netflix. The indie nature of the film 
keeps the viewer intrigued as they 
follow the main characters, Luke 
Treadaway as Adam and Natalia Tena 
as Morello, through one of the most 
unforgettable nights of their lives. The 
two are lead singers of different bands 
performing at a massive music festival. 
They’re strangers until they get hand-
cuffed together, being forced to spend 
the next 24 hours by each other’s side 
whether they like it or not.

 The perfect date night film, “Take 
Me Home”, has a quirky fun plot with 
twists that keeps one hooked.Directed 
by and starring Sam Jaeger as Thom, a 
man who is broke, jobless, and illegally 
working as a taxi driver just to make 
some quick cash and his wife Amber 
Jaeger as Claire, a woman whose life 
is falling apart. Not knowing what to 
do, Claire hops in Thom’s cab and or-
ders him to just drive.The romance in 
this movie effortlessly unfolds leaving 
the viewer  with a big smile on their 
face. “Take Me Home” is well-written, 
really well-performed and beautifully 
shot. Definitely a good movie for all 
the rom-com lovers out there.

 Many of us may remember the 
horror fantasy books written by R.L. 
Stine that had our third grade selves 
shaking in our boots. Well, the talented 
writers of the T.V. series transformed 
those eerie tales into a spooky televi-
sion show bringing back some child-
hood nostalgia and keeping viewers 
thoroughly entertained as shown with 
its 4.5 star rating on Netflix. The sto-
ries follow child characters, who find 
themselves in scary situations with an 
added twist. The Goosebumps series 
falls under the children’s fiction, horror 
and thriller genres and does a great job 
in bringing the books to life.

 Simple but genius, the 2008 
independent film “Keith” will tear at 
one’s emotions from beginning to end 
receiving a four-star rating on Netflix. 
This romantic drama stars Jesse McCa-
rtney as Keith Zetterstrom, a secretive 
social outcast, and Elisabeth Harnois 
as Natalie Anderson, who thinks she’s 
got it all figured out until she falls for a 
guy who has nothing to lose.The story 
is unbelievably striking, and the act-
ing is beautifully done. The sarcastic 
humor and unexpected twist that this 
story entails make it more than just a 
romance movie but rather a film about 
life, that shows us not only to appreci-
ate it, but to appreciate the opportuni-
ty it affords us.
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it’s all about perspective
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 Although Clint Eastwood is well 
known as the director of “Million Dol-
lar Baby” and for his acting in “Dirty 
Harry,” his film career as a leading man 
started as the Man with No Name. 
In his third collaboration with direc-
tor Sergio Leone, he stars as Blondie, 
with Lee Van Cleef as Angel Eyes and 
Eli Wallach as Tuco in “The Good, the 
Bad and the Ugly.”
 During the Civil War in New 
Mexico, Angel Eyes, “the Bad,” is de-
termined to find Bill Carson to get 
$200,000 in buried gold. Tuco, “the 
Ugly,” and Blondie, “the Good,” have a 
strained relationship until Tuco meets 
a dying Carson in the desert who tells 
him the gold’s location. Blondie is told 
where the specific burial site is, and the 
quest for gold brings the three charac-

The brains behind the songs

ters together in a race that culminates 
into an ultimate showdown.
 The dynamic between Blondie 
and Tuco is the highlight of the movie. 
Tuco is the comic relief and Blondie is 
dry-witted. Despite their rocky start, 
they unite in a forced and effective alli-
ance because each one has information 
that the other needs to find the gold.
 Eastwood’s Blondie is a loner 
who shoots first and asks questions 
later. Van Cleef ’s ruthless Angel Eyes 
is the typical villain. Wallach’s Tuco is 
memorable as the funny and uncouth 
bandit who mixes in dark humor in the 
midst of violence.
 Ennio Morricone’s music blends 
in well, especially the iconic theme, 
“The Good, the Bad and the Ugly.” Its 
use in the title sequence creates antic-
ipation for this spaghetti western epic 
because of the song’s quick beat that 
creates an image of a galloping horse.

 The cinematography has wide 
shots of western landscapes, which dis-
tinguishes Leone’s visual style. There 
are plenty of close-ups of faces and 
guns to build up suspense for the gun-
fights. 
 The movie is dubbed, so some 
parts aren’t in sync because it was 
filmed without recorded sound.
 The movie is three hours long, 
but it never loses its grasp because 
every scene has its purpose. It’s slow-
paced, but it has action that allows for 
immersion into this film.
 The music, Leone’s direction, the 
story, and Wallach’s performance com-
bine to create an enduring 1966 Italian 
classic. Despite the corniness of the 
spaghetti western, it’s still well worth it 
to see.

A

 “Ten” is the first album from 
Pearl Jam and includes three of its hit 
songs including “Jeremy,” “Alive” and 
“Black.”
 “Jeremy” is a song by Pearl Jam 
that is based on true events. Upon 
hearing the song, nothing really stands 
out, though there is in fact a story be-
hind the song which is shown in the 
music video. 
 Pearl Jam doesn’t usually have 
music videos for its songs, but they 
made one for “Jeremy” because they 
were trying to prove awareness of the 
effects of bullying. The song is about 
a boy who is severely bullied and takes 
his own life because of it. 
 When Eddie Vedder, lead singer 
for Pearl Jam, heard the news about 
this tragedy, he wrote a song about it. 
The band later made the music video 
that many didn’t approve of because it 
was slightly graphic and hit too close to 
home for some because bullying is such 
a problem for a lot of people.
 “Alive” is another song that was 
inspired by true events. Vedder wrote 
this song based in a time where he 
struggled in life. Vedder found out 
when he was 17 that the man whom he 
believed was his father, was not actually 
his father. In fact, the man he thought 
was his father was with his mom at the 
time. 
 His biological father had died 

years prior. This song is describing how 
he didn’t understand why he should be 
alive if his biological father wasn’t. In 
the song the he sings, “I’m still alive he 
said, but do I deserve to be?” This is a 
direct reference to the pain he felt.
 The song also says, “The man you 
thought was your daddy, was nothing 
but a fool.” This is another reference to 
what happened when he was young.
 Vedder released the song and the 
fans interpreted it as a way of saying, 
“Yes, I am alive and I deserve every 
minute of it.” 
 Vedder has always loved his fans, 
but this event really brought him clos-
er to them. After the fans changed the 
meaning of “Alive,” Vedder said, “they 
lifted the curse” and “changed the 
meaning for me.”
 Pearl Jam refused to make 
“Black,” another hit single. They want-
ed the song to be in the album so that 

the song wasn’t overplayed.
 Vedder explains, “fragile songs 
get crushed by the business. I don’t 
want to be a part of it. I don’t think the 
band wants to be part of it.” However, 
it became another hit on this album. 
Vedder wrote the song after a crash fol-
lowing one of his concerts and endur-
ing a stalker problem. After all these 
life-changing events, Vedder built a 
wall in front of his house. 
 “I mean that wall saved my life. 
You wonder how did it mutate into 
this kind of situation.” Vedder was later 
interviewed about the situation in the 
documentary “Pearl Jam Twenty.”
 “Ten” was the most successful al-
bum that Pearl Jam came out with. Ten 
million copies were sold in the U.S. 
alone. This is probably because all the 
songs Pearl Jam wrote were so personal 
to the band members and relatable to 
others.

Brenna Uyeda
Staff Writer

Throwback movie review
1711.3.14

Angi Reddell
Sports Editor

 

Caroline Viola
Editor-in-Chief

 Anyone can be a writer. All it 
takes is a blank sheet of paper, a us-
able pen, and an idea. Notice that 
I didn’t say it requires a good idea. 
Once you have an idea, take it with 
you everywhere you go. Let it ride 
in the shopping cart at the grocery 
store, maybe take it for a walk in the 
park for some fresh air. Let it devel-
op features. Maybe give it a character 
or two to play with, and feed it some 
nice healthy plot. This is at your own 
pace. Maybe it takes a couple hours, 
maybe a couple months. Then when 
you’re finally ready, take your healthy, 
grown idea and put it on a piece of 
paper, line by line. Onto the page, 
spill all of the raw emotions and pri-
mal urges you’ve spent developing 
during you time with your idea. 
 After hours of coming up with 
the right phrases and rethinking each 
of them at least once, you’ve written 
what you think is the last word and 
you kiss the paper with a dramatic 
mua! and right there, your idea has 
grown up (all too fast) into a story! 
And you, my friend, have become a 
writer, just like that. 
 It’s a lot easier than you’d think, 
becoming a writer. The beauty about 
it is that you don’t need to perform 
well. You just need to perform. You 
see, the goal of being a good writer 
is both completely reachable and 
impossibly unattainable at the same 
time, and this makes it one of the best 
goals a writer can have. Because being 
“good” at writing is such a relative 
idea, you’ll get a different answer with 
every person you ask. This means 
that you’ll also get unique comments 
as well. Some of these can be useful, 
others, not so much. But with con-
tinuing comments, your story is nev-
er finished and it can be improved 
over and over again until you like it 
just the way it is. And that may mean 
you like it just fine on Tuesday, but 
come Friday you look at it and all you 
see is a train wreck. Then you move 
some things around, change a few 
words, and it just got better by that 
much. 
 This editing process is a beau-
tiful thing. That is, until you try to 
write anything longer than a page and 
a half. You may write three pages one 
day, and then sit down the next day 

to continue and find yourself tearing 
apart all the progress you made the 
day before. This is the ever so com-
mon case where the good ol’ writing 
process comes back to bite you in the 
butt. Your continual desire to im-
prove your work has left you helpless 
and unable to make any progress with 
the rest of your story. A bad case of 
compulsive editing is a very common 
illness for writers. Luckily, there are 
people working on cures. 
 One such group of people is the 
NaNoWriMo team. NaNoWriMo 
stands for National Novel Writing 
Month, and it takes place through-
out the month of November. The 
NaNoWriMo team runs a website, 
NaNoWriMo.org, to help people 
participate in the event, and to keep 
them motivated throughout the 
month of November. The challenge 
of NaNoWriMo is to write an entire 
novel of 50,000 words or more in 
one month. That evens out to about 
1,666 words a day.  That’s about an 
essay and a half every day. Yes, it is 
as stressful as it sounds. But it helps 
you kick the editing habit by forcing 
you to write more. You won’t have 
any time left to edit. By getting in the 
practice of not editing, it’ll help you 
be prepared for any other stories you 
might write after that. 
 By the end of November, if you 
happen to succeed, you’ll have an 
ugly, mangled, 50,000 word mess, 
and it will be your mess. Yes, it may 
be filled with plot holes and gram-
matical mistakes and weird character 
traits that you didn’t even mean to 
include, but it will be yours. Then 
you can feel free to edit the living 
daylights out of it in an attempt to 
pull out whatever remnants of a story 
it may hold. 
 The chances are, if it’s your first 
year, you’ll fall flat on your face a 
week and a half in. That’s what I did! 
I thought that the goal was a 100,000 
word manuscript and fell so terribly 
behind that I gave up. The next year, I 
was still on schedule halfway through 
with over 22,000 words under my 
belt! Then, my word document fell 
ill with what is known as the aster-
isk bug. It is a virus that infects only 
Microsoft Word documents on Apple 
computers, turning every character  
in the infected document to asterisks, 
and it has no known cure. On that 
sad, sad day, I opened my laptop only 
to find my novel replaced with pag-
es upon pages or asterisks. Panicked, 
I took it to the Apple store in hopes 
that one of their geniuses could help 
me. 
 Alas, it was a Microsoft issue, 
and there was nothing they could do. 
I thanked them and took my sad little 
laptop with its electric blue case and 
hugged it like a wounded child as I 
left the store. Ladies and gentlemen, 
I can proudly say that I did not cry 
in front of the Apple store that day! I 
went to the car and cried there before 
my mom drove me home. 
 Yes, you will be defeated greatly 
by this mammoth task. But the fact 
that you tried makes you that much 
better of a writer. So what are you 
waiting for? You’re three days behind! 
Get writing!

 This is book five in the Heroes of Olympus 
series, the continuation of Riordan’s Percy Jack-
son and the Olympians series. Yes, these books 
may be a little young, but the characters are so 
familiar that it’s almost comforting to read. I’ve 
been acquainted with Percy and his friends since 
sixth grade, and watching them grow up in this 
new series feels like reconnecting with old friends.
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What my nose is in now…
The Blood Of Olympus by Rick Riordan

The members of Pearl Jam are bassist Jeff Ament, guitarists Stone Gossard and 
Mike McCready, vocalist Eddie Vedder, and drummer Dave Krusen.



 Rick Riordan has enthralled mil-
lions of readers with his young-adult 
Greek mythology series, starting with 
the adventures of Percy Jackson at 
Camp Half-Blood and continuing with 
“The Heroes of Olympus” series where 
he brings together the warring Greek 
and Roman gods 
and demigods. His 
final book in the 
series, “The Blood 
of Olympus,” left 
little to be desired. 
 At the be-
ginning of “The 
Heroes of Olym-
pus” series, a 
group of seven 
Roman and Greek 
demigods- -ha l f 
human, half god 
children-- were 
chosen by Hera, 
Zeus’s wife, to save 
the world, which 
is no easy feat. The 
series then follows 
the trials and tribulations that they 
must go through in order to fulfill the 
prophecy. This book is the last leg of 
the adventures that the demigods and 
their friends must go through before 
being able to save the world.
 The book is told in alternating 
points of views in order to get a sense 
of what everyone is doing at any giv-
en time. Two of the characters, Nico 
and Rhyna that narrate are both new 
narrators to this series giving more in-
sight into how the demigods are able 

to keep Gaea, mother earth, from wak-
ing from her deep slumber. They show 
us about what is going on back at the 
demigod camps and how vital it is that 
they finish their task--returning a giant 
statue of Athena to Camp Half-Blood.  
Each character has a distinct voice and 
makes the reader feel as if they know 
exactly who they are as a person. 
 Riordan does a great job of mak-

ing sure there is 
enough action 
and excitement 
throughout the 
book so that there 
is never a dull mo-
ment. He’s also 
very good at ex-
plaining all of the 
mythology that 
is talked about in 
the book, because 
most of it has 
been accumulated 
throughout the 
other nine books 
he has written, so 
he brings up re-
minders of past 
events and who is 

good or evil to help the reader under-
stand. 
 This book is a quick read that 
leaves the reader feeling fulfilled and 
joyous. Riordan wraps up the loose 
ends, but still allows for wonder about 
what could be next for each character. 
Who knows, maybe he’ll decide that he 
wants to write another book?

B+

The final venture

Leigh’s haunted house returns

Julia Sweeney
Copy Editor 

Emily Christianson
Staff Writer

 With 110 actors, and over 40 
technicians, Leigh High School has 
turned the Performing Arts Center 
(PAC) into a haunted hospital. Stu-
dents involved with the haunted house 
have spent 121 total hours preparing to 
scare anyone willing to enter the PAC. 
Starting in mid-Sept., the building 
process included students constructing 
sets out of wood and then using flats to 
make the walls. As a truly student-run 
production, the haunted house is writ-
ten and directed by all by Leigh stu-
dents. The director is Anya Bayerle, 
the stage manager is Sarah Bloom, the 
makeup artists are Megan Mayekawa 
and Hayley Werner, the tech manager 
is Jackson Robbins and the writers are 
William James and Robin Curtis.
 This year, Leigh presented its 
fifth annual haunted house that fea-
tures three different scripts that all 
circulate around “The Story of St. Bar-
tholomew”. The scripts are each set in 
different time periods, which all con-
nect by telling the story of a family and 
its experiences in the hospital. The first 
is set in the ’30s, which features two 
women who lead their guests through 

the hospital, but end up losing control 
along the way. The second is about a 
man named John Bailey who was sent 
to the hospital causing him to become 
crazier and crazier. The third is about 
Jonathan Bailey who experiences very 

similar mental issues that his grand-
father does and has to make difficult 
choices along the way. 
 “I love all of the scripts a lot, and 
I think our actors have been doing an 
amazing job getting into their charac-

ters. I really like West Smithfield, our 
third pathway, because it starts off very 
fun and takes an unexpected turn.” 
said the stage manager, Sarah Bloom, 
senior.  
 Any Leigh student going through 

the haunted house would find them-
selves enormously proud of the out-
standing acting. The students involved 
in haunted house not only did an 
amazing job staying in character, but 
also could truly make the audience feel 
as if they were really located in a haunt-
ed hospital, due to the extensive num-
ber of props that were used. The audi-
ence was able to see how dedicated and 
involved each cast member was during 
not only the different scripts, but also 
in the lobby as well by trying to con-
vince people to not enter the hospital.  
 “For me, the most fun is the play 
creation. The fact that the haunted 
house is three unique yet intertwined 
scripts is awesome for me, and I think 
all the playwrights who work on the 
show grow tremendously as artists.  In 
fact, we are looking for playwrights for 
next year if any of you underclassmen 
want to explore this awesome world…” 
said Bryan Ringsted, drama teacher. 
 Supporting the drama depart-
ment by attending Leigh’s haunted 
house can make one scared sick. 

B
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with a prescription for fear

Pictured above: Collin Mitchell; Brendan Sharp, Erica Andolina, Molly Peck, Sydney Schleicher; Ashley Campbell, Aylin  

into “The Heroes
of Olympus”

C
ou

rt
es

y 
of

: T
ra

ce
y 

C
ol

em
an

Jams of the century

Feelology by Cole Gilbert
 Music is a fantastic mood setter, whether that mood be exciting, angry, com-
fortable, or in this case, sad. This playlist is for those who wish to take some time 
out of their day and just get the feels out. There’s some acoustic stuff, there’s some 
pop punk stuff, there’s even some heavy stuff, but no matter what genre it is, these 
songs will definitely get the tears rolling and the feels flowing.

 It taps and trickles on the windows in a calming and soothing sound, or falls 
hard and loud yet rhythmic in all of its therapeutic ways. When the clouds finally 
greet you with the long-awaited drops of rain, welcome the new rainy season with 
the perfect playlist to accompany it. So sit back and relax with the smooth sounds 
and chill beats of these atmospheric songs. 

Rainy days by Freyttsie Pineda

Sunset girl by Mia Thompson

Oldies but goodies by Kendall Belansky

 It’s a new year here at the “Eleight”, and with the new year comes new staff, so this year we would love to introduce a 
something different: the “Eleight” Playlists. Each month different staffers will make playlists that can be found at 8tracks.
com, under the username the_eleight. We hope you enjoy.

 This playlist is full of chill vibes and beachy sounds perfect for a laid back 
fall day or hanging with your friends. With music by bands such as “The Growl-
ers”, “The Washed Out”, and “Wavves”, it holds true to the beach goth genre. So 
whether your day leads you to the beach or not, these songs will transport you to 
an overcast day on the beach.  
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 As generations grow older, music evolves as well. From swing, to jazz, to 
classic rock, to disco, and now to pop, music is always changing. The music we 
listen to now is completely different from the music our grandparents or parents 
listened to, and will most likely be different from the kind our children will listen 
to.  This playlist includes nostalgic oldies but goodies, classic rock songs that’ll 
take you back to the psychedelic flower child days.
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Ahmadiansarai; Alexa Williams in clockwise order starting from top left.



Emily Christianson
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Darya Behroozi
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Rachel Duncan
Features Editor

 After one parent complaint 
and a vote amongst the school com-
mittee, John Green’s “The Fault In Our 
Stars” has been banned from Frank 
Augustus Miller Middle School and all 
other middle schools in The Riverside 
Unified School District as of late in 
Sept. 2014. 
 The “Los Angeles Times” 
reported that one concerned mother 
made her case to the school committee, 
claiming that the book contains pro-
fanities and references to sex that are 
not appropriate for 11 to 13-year-old 
children. Thus the book was promptly 
pulled from the shelves and banned. 
 John Green is currently one 
of the most popular novelists of young 
adult fiction and his book, “The Fault 
In Our Stars”, was highly requested in 
the school’s library before it was re-
moved permanently. 
 The movie adaptation of the 
novel was rated PG-13 which means 
about two thirds of the middle school 
couldn’t even see the movie in theaters 
without parental supervision. 
 To some, one minor roman-
tic scene may seem crude, but the story 

is about something so much greater 
than that one scene or couple of pages 
in the book. 
 If these concerned parents 
are being honest with themselves, by 
merely attending middle school their 
children have experienced much more 
obscene things than the use of the 
word “asshole,” and have certainly been 
exposed to the concept of sex and the 
reality of sickness and death. After all, 
sexual education can start as early as 
fourth grade in the United States. So 
to believe that a middle school child 
doesn’t know what sex is would be na-
ive. 
 Several other of John Greens 
books such as “Looking For Alaska” 
and “An Abundance of Katherines” 
among others, have also been protest-
ed and banned in other school districts 
nationwide for similar reasons—ma-
ture subject matter. 
 Concerned parents all over 
the nation have had similar issues with 
books like “The Adventures of Huckle-
berry Finn” and “Catcher in the Rye” 
for their profane language.
 In most cases, the books dis-
puted have much more to offer than 
their excerpts taken out of context that 
concern parents. 

My anaconda don’t

 Without a doubt, the mu-
sic industry is an 
always-changing 
element in pop 
culture.  While it 
reflects the cur-
rent mood of the 
overall populace, 
it has been known 
to push the enve-
lope, in a sense.  
While pushing 
the boundaries of 
what is accepted 
as normal can be 
positive toward the 
virality of a song, it 
can also shed some 
negative light on 
the artist.
 N i c k i 
Minaj’s “Anacon-
da” music video 
best represents 
such a controver-
sy between what 
is acceptable and 
what is inappropri-
ate.  Throughout 
her music video, 
the popular rapper 
strikes provocative 
poses while sing-
ing about her sex-
ual appeal toward 
men. 
 W h i l e 
Minaj’s music is 
unde r s t andab ly 
controversial, the 
real questions that 
should be brought 
up are: Why are 
people getting up-
set about this now 
and why is Nicki 
Minaj, specifically, 
being looked down 
on?
 Nicki Minaj has always been 
an uncensored artist with her music.
 In 2012, Minaj performed 
her song, “Roman Holiday,” at the 
Grammy’s.  In her performance, the 
rapper wore minimal clothing and act-
ed out an exorcism.  With her shock-
ing and offensive performance at the 

Grammy’s, the public should have Mi-
naj’s unconventional artistic method 
stamped into their memory.  However, 
people still continue to act outraged 

by her music, regardless of their prior 
knowledge of her.
 “People are always going to 
be upset with Nicki Minaj.  It’s not 
about how she has a history of contro-
versial music, it’s about how she keeps 
releasing this kind of music,” says Don-
na Shahreza, senior.

 Other artists that have gone 
down the same path as Nicki Minaj 
aren’t receiving the same kind of re-
sponse.  Jennifer Lopez, who has re-

cently released the 
song, “Big Booty,” 
follows the same 
controversial idea of 
presenting sex appeal 
in the form of music.  
J-Lo’s song is equal to 
Minaj’s in regards to 
the amount of skin 
shown.  
 While Nicki 
Minaj is being torn 
down by the criticism 
toward her music vid-
eo, Jennifer Lopez is 
being celebrated as a 
ground-breaking art-
ist.  VH1, a New York 
City based television 
network, compli-
ments the singer and 
says the artist is mere-
ly celebrating her 
curves to the public 
in a review of Lopez’s 
music video, 
 Jennifer Lopez 
has never been one 
to utilize controversy 
as a way to make her 
music more popular. 
 However, even 
with this inconsisten-
cy, Lopez is acclaimed 
as an inspirational 
artist.  
 With so many 
mixed feelings aimed 
toward today’s mu-
sic, it’s not clear as to 

whether there’s a 
“right” way to end 
this controversy.  
While Minaj’s 
music has received 
backlash and is a 
leading example 
for the movement 

toward more restrictive censorship to-
ward music, Lopez’s music has been 
congratulated as a progressive step to-
ward embracing body image. 

Nicki Minaj’s mouth is censored when she uses offensive language and dances.

Nicholas Sparks movies and books
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 This is my all time favorite 
novel because of how well Sparks de-
scribes the love the two characters have 
for each other from being together 
when they were teenagers, until elders. 
 “The Last Song” and “A 
Walk to Remember” are the two next 
most popular novels that Sparks has 
written. They are comparable to each 
other because in both novels, two of 
the characters experience a rough life 
fighting cancer. The two novels were 
both made into movies which are very 

similar to each other and also the novels 
themselves. Sparks shares his opinion 
from an interview in 2010, “…it is im-
portant to understand the link between 
love and tragedy: all great love stories, 
by definition, have to end in tragedy. 
The greater the love, the greater the 
tragedy when one of them dies.” While 
reading, I could feel this connection by 
picturing how passionate the two char-
acters are for each other because of how 
detailed and vivid Sparks’ writing is. 
Nicholas Sparks novels are extremely 
popular romance stories that will make 
anyone fall in love with what they read 
and watch.  
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Profanity, sex, and death,
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 Turkey connect 
 the dots

Who said it?
“I like nonsense, it 
wakes up the brain 
cells. Fantasy is a 
necessary ingredient 
in living.”

The answer is: Dr. Seuss
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